HELPSTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE

JOHN CLARE SCHOOL TUESDAY 10 APRIL 2007 at 7.30pm

PRESENT Cllrs. S Smith (Chair), Mrs J Stanton (Vice-Chair), R Morton, R Hinchliff, C Britton
T Firmedow, C Wright, J Cooper. Ward Councillor David Over, PCSO Helen Buckingham and 8 members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

DF – Problem reported re cars pulling out of the equestrian centre turning left onto West St without care & attention for oncoming traffic. SS to liaise with owners.
1. APOLOGIES Councillor J Dobson.

2.
MINUTES OF MEETING 3 APRIL 2006 were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.

3.
MATTERS ARISING  None

4.
CHAIRMAN’s REPORT  The Vice Chairman invited the Chairman to give his report – 

Well, she is here in person this year, so I can begin this report by thanking directly our Clerk and Financial Officer …Kathie Rowbotham for her thoroughness and efficiency throughout the year. Her help in dealing with all kinds of issues and maintaining excellent relationships with the City Council is much appreciated.

I would also like to thank all the Councillors present for their diligence and regular attendance. I believe that we do run our parish business in a proper manner and that everyone takes their duties seriously as the roles demand. So I thank each and everyone of these councillors for their work on various bodies and committees. Their time given is of immense value to our community, often unnoticed by the public at large, but nevertheless vital to the maintenance of so many facilities from which we all derive benefit. 

In one years time there will be elections for a new council. Whether or not the current councillors will stand, I do not know, but I commend each and everyone of them to you now for re-election. This does not mean that new candidates are unwelcome…far from it and I would like to encourage those members of the parish who have a true interest in its future success to come forward in April next year and stand for election to the parish council.

I’ll begin this report with my annual remarks about……

Litter
Please take some time to actually look at what is being chucked, dumped or tipped on our verges and try to get names for the City Council to warn or prosecute. I think action of this sort is the only way to address this national problem. Locally last year we were able to make some improvements with our annual litter pick, for which I thank Cllr. Roy Hinchliff. 

This year Cllr. Clive Wright is in charge and the litter pick will take place on Sunday April 29th beginning at 9.30am. in Church Lane. I thank all those who took part last year, particularly Mrs. Eileen Cumberpatch for some voluntary work at the School and Trevor Harvey who does a regular set piece along Broadwheel Road. 

Traffic Monitoring and Heavy Goods Vehicles
Having said this last year, I can repeat that your council continues to have amicable relationships with the main local lorry and bus companies who use the B1443 and gentle persuasion on the principle of good traffic manners when using the village routes appears in most cases to have a positive effect. 

However, all the parishes on the B1443 are recording generally higher volumes of HGV’s using this road as a through route and co-operation between their parish councils has continued during the last year. 

City Councillor David Over has been chairing an informal rural group of parish chairman in his Barnack ward to determine how the “community fund” of £10,000 offered by the City Council might be spent and, to date, this group has persuaded the City Council to study and implement a weight limit on the B1443.

This limit has the support of the police, who were never able to take any action on the basis of the “guideline signs” at Glinton in the past. We await the formal installation of the proposals and signs and the rural group has allocated money from this community fund to the new signs.

Meanwhile this group is continuing its work on linked cycle ways, footpaths and bridleways and is proposing to publish six linked circular walks in these parishes in the near future. This will account for the balance of the monies available this year.
Planning Matters

Since April last year your Council has dealt with 38 full planning applications, one more than in 2005. We are, as you know, only able to pass opinions on the plans submitted to us. The City Council is the Planning Authority which actually determines the outcome of any application but this Parish Council continues to give the City the local input.

The applications have included the two specifically for development on the Thomas and Green, Arborfield Mill site and one for Mobiles at the John Clare School. I shall speak further on both of these sites later. 

The Dual Use Playing Field Scheme

One issue which has particularly vexed your council during the year has been the functioning of the dual-use playing field scheme. 

You will be aware that local children have been able to use the school field out-of-hours as a play area. This was run under the legally binding agreement between Trustees and the City Council known as the Dual Use Playing Field Scheme. 

However, our parish council representative on the Dual Use Committee has not been invited to attend any meetings of this committee for the last two years. Investigation by this council revealed that the Dual Use committee had “wound up” without any formal notification to us. We eventually persuaded the City Council and Headteacher to meet us, back in October last year, and explained to them (they did not know) that there was a legally binding agreement concerning the Committee and its arrangements for the field.

After a very frank discussion, we concluded that the Dual Use arrangements were not working and that it was pointless to pursue them if the “will to succeed” was missing. It was agreed that the City and Headteacher would come back to us with alternative proposals for discussion. 

Since that October meeting there has been no further approach from either the City or the Head, but we have noted that the Dual Use signs have been removed and that other notices concerning field use have been erected.

We have now brought this to the personal attention of the Chief Executive of the City Council (Gillian Beasley) who was disturbed by our revelations. She has commissioned an investigation into this matter and we await further meetings with her senior staff. 

In addition, we have discovered that there are funds held by the “non-functioning” Dual Use Committee which need to be disposed of (if the Dual Use arrangements cease) and we are asking where this money came from and why the Dual Use Committee has not been called together to decide how to dispose of it. 
Meanwhile we are asking why much of the Section 106 monies which have been channelled to “education” (i.e. the School) from every single development in the village for some time now have not been used to erect permanent classrooms at the School. We do not believe that the school should be continuing to renew planning permissions for the cramped and ancient mobiles (last application was April 2006) when new, permanent and fit for purpose buildings, could have been provided..

 Other Issues

Throughout the year we have been regularly made aware of the parking issues in Woodgate, particularly next to the Bluebell Inn. Aubrey runs a very successful pub, which it is a pleasure to use and he attracts a large clientele at lunchtimes whose cars cannot be accommodated within his car park alone. In addition the John Clare Trust has major plans for a visitor centre at the cottage which will in itself attract visitors and more vehicles to this narrow street. 

Meanwhile we are also seeing the possibility of a request for allotment provision.

All of these issues require your council’s deliberations and suggestions and possible solutions but none are in our direct power to solve. 

So these problems still remain with us today. However, we have not been blind to them and have given them considerable thought. 

With this in mind, I would now like to turn to developments at…..

The Thomas and Green, Arborfield Mill site
We have always responded to requests from Government Agencies and City Council initiatives with local comment. Our intention, as always, has been to represent the Parish’s interests first and foremost, combined with a desire to see steady natural improvements to facilities, services and the local infrastructure. I believe, from conversations with Planning Officers in particular, that although they have county-wide guidelines to adhere to, they are very concerned to do their best for our Parishes and the Parish Structure. They are particularly keen for us to make the “local voice heard” and for us to state our case as fully as possible. 

With this in mind and on hearing that Thomas and Green were to close down, I convened a meeting, in committee, of your council back in May last year. I felt that we needed  to discuss the possibilities raised by the probable development of the Arborfield Mill site at as early a stage as possible and make those views known to the City Council. 

But because there were no firm plans before us we could only speculate on the possible development and the potential improvements that it might bring for the village. 

We concluded that we should try to encourage the City Council to only approve plans for a mixture of residential and industrial development so that some employment potential was retained on the site for local people. In addition we were determined that the infrastructure needs of the village caused by this development (spoken of as the Section 106 provisions) should be in keeping with the parishes wishes.

So we again concluded that the issues I addressed above……..parking, affordable housing, allotment provision and village hall location should all be considered when determining this major planning application. I would therefore now like to reveal the detail of what we concluded.
At this point the Chairman revealed his plans (adopted by the Parish Council) for revised siting of a new Village Hall sharing toilet and kitchen facilities with the John Clare Trust’s Educational Room, Car Parking arrangements off West Street, Allotment/Meadow land leisure amenities and other benefits of purchasing land behind John Clare cottage.
I have discussed these plans in detail with the head of Strategic Planning for the City (Graeme Law), with the head of City Planning (Paul Rossington) and with the Chief Executive of the City Council (Gillian Beasley) and a feasibility study of the area along the lines I have outlined earlier is about to be prepared by them. 

In addition the MP (Barry Sheerman) who leads the John Clare Trust is fully supportive of our proposals. 

City Councillor Charles Swift is dealing with the main area landowners direct on our behalf and I can now reveal to you all that they have confirmed that they will sell the land in question to us and to us alone, despite having been approached by major developers. A purchase price for the land has been given to me and I am assured by Cllr. Swift that the leader of the City Council (Cllr. Jon Peach) is minded to find ways of helping us with this land purchase. I can tell you that, even before any negotiations, this price is extremely favourable to us. 

Clearly I now need to discuss this matter in Parish Council Committee so that we can determine our next steps. We will also have to involve Milton Estates and the Community Association with regards to the Village Hall so that we can move this plan forward in the best interests of the Village and the Community.

Organisations

In closing Madam Vice-Chairman, I would like to repeat my sincere thanks to all our Parish Councillors and to City Councillor David Over each of whom attend all our monthly meetings and give of their time so generously. I’ve already said that a lot of work is done by Councillors behind the scenes which is unsung and not generally acknowledged, so thanks you all. In addition, some Councillors play roles on the committees of many of the Village organisations and express their support for the parish in these ways. One of the most important is the Medicine Rota organisation, which is still run by Terry and Margaret Firmedow…a service that is appreciated by many of our more elderly residents and which is operated smoothly and quietly and effectively. 

So, finally, thanks to all those who have and have not been mentioned but who continually and quietly contribute to our Parish.  Thank you.

5. FINANCE
The Clerk gave all Councillors a copy of the Receipts & Payment Summary, Summary of Receipts & Payments Account and Bank Reconciliation for 2006/07. 

The draft closing balance @ 31.03.07 was £2486.03 (compared to the budgeted forecast of £2500) 

The Clerk also reported that the Audit for 2005/06 was clear & unqualified. 

The model Financial Regulations were originally adopted on 02.06.03 and the model Standing Orders were originally adopted on 01.12.03. Both documents were reviewed without alteration on 05.02.07. The Asset Register had been updated for 2006/07. 

The proposed budget for 2007/08 was agreed on 05.12.05 at £12350.

The Council agreed to appoint Mr C Brown as internal auditor for 2006/07, paying £12.50ph.

6.  SCHOOL GOVERNORS REPORT – No report received.
7. HELPSTON and ETTON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Councillor Stanton gave her report. 

“Once again this has been a busy year for Helpston & Etton Community Association. It is used on most days or evenings.

The village Hall will soon have some new chairs. These have been ordered and should arrive soon. It is hoped the Association will be able to get a grant towards the cost of them.

General work has been done on the Hall as an ongoing item so that it is kept in good condition given the age of the hall.

There has been discussion about having a new hall, as the lease does not run out until 2025, it is felt that the Association are not yet ready to undertake this but will review this annually.

Stephen Jackson is no longer the Chairman of the Community Association. Since January 2007, Peter Vaughan, from Temples Court has taken on this post.

A very successful concert was organised by the committee. The proceeds of this were donated to Age Concern an the local Friends of Chernobyl Children, a charity which is bringing 14 children to the village for four weeks in the summer.

Once again, the Community Association felt unable to undertake the Village of the Year Competition. Maybe another year they will.

As I said last year, the Helpston & Etton Community Association are in enthusiastic hands and this continues to be the case. They are still working hard to keep the hall in good condition.
8. RESOLUTIONS FROM THE PARISH - None received.

9. OPEN FORUM There were a few issues raised from the floor, including a pedestrian crossing outside the Almshouses and the possible future agenda item for the subject of the provision of Allotments. 

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.37pm. 

