Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 3 DECEMBER 2007
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Stanton (Vice), Mrs Morton, Britton, Firmedow, Dobson, Wright & Hinchliff. Six members of the public. Ward Councillor David Over. 
CLERK – K Rowbotham
Questions from the floor 
DF
Crevice between highway and footpath opposite No. 1 The Nook reported to PCC Highways.
1. APOLOGIES – Councillor John Cooper was absent.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 
3. MATTERS ARISING (for information only)

3.1
DUPF 
- J Dobson emailed J Marsden – no response. Clerk to raise with Gillian Beasley.

3.2
Drop Kerbs Church Lane – Invoice received for £47.00 (already agreed). Works to be completed in next couple of months.
3.3
Butter Cross – Ben Robinson (PCC) to meet with Councillors Firmedow & Britton 10am Friday 07.12.07 to run through proposed maintenance works.
3.4
Hedge planting scheme –R Astle plans a planting day on 27.01.07, after liaising with RM and PCC Highways.
3.5
Bench request Glinton Rd – (PCC initiative previously discussed). M Johnson will look at possible locations and advise us accordingly

3.6
Church Lane Drainage – Clerk sent reminder to PCC to ensure this is not forgotten about.
4. OVERGROWN BUSHES IN THE VILLAGE

· Glinton Rd Old School – TF liaised with the owner re overhanging bushes.

· Outside the Picture shop – RH liaised with the owner.

· Maxey Rd – CB to view & report back on 2 properties

· Woodgate adjacent to the Old Vicarage – Letter to owner

· Corner outside Cart Barn – CB to view & report back

· Footpath at the side of the village hall – Clerk to liaise with SS.
5. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions 
07/01562/FUL – 39 Glinton Road – 2 storey extension & conservatory. Granted 19.11.07.

07/01584/CTR – 5 Church Lane – lift crown and thin Yew tree. Granted 05.11.07.
07/01590/CTR – 24a Maxey Rd – raise crown sycamore, reduce height conifer hedge. Granted 09.11.07.

07/01556/FUL – 16 Broadwheel Rd – erect shed. Granted 08.11.07.
07/01622/FUL – 137 West St – replace conservatory with single storey rear extension. Granted 26.11.07.

b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment  - NONE
6. DRAFT BUDGET 2008/09 .   Council made the Final decision to agree the DRAFT budget previously set & discussed by the clerk. The precept to be requested for 2008/09 is £15996.
7. FINANCE   **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £188.00 (3), Clerk pay £353.85 (1), Clerk expenses £87.36 (2), Clerk CALC Scale Review @ 01.04.07 £69.50 (1) PCC Cemetery Rates £12.00 (4), JC School (room hire) £67.50 (5), PCC Highways (road access markings Church Lane) £47.00 (6|). Toucan auto DD (2).
Quarterly Financial Statement issued @ 31.12.07 – Bank Balances £8753.70.

8. DRAFT HELPSTON CONSERVATION AREA APPRAISAL Document discussed.
Council wished to ask J Daley ‘what is the criteria for excluding properties?’ and ‘will the PCC Planners be able to cope with the potential increase in the volume of planning applications that this review may lead to?’ Chairman pointed out that Mr. Daley should have been asked these questions while he was present at the meeting last month. It was agreed, that in order to protect the identity & nature of the village as a whole, the following should be considered for inclusion in the conservation area boundary – Woodland Lea, Glinton Road, West St, Railway signal box, Proposed Stamford Homes acoustic barrier. A vote of thanks was given for the associated works reviewing street furniture & landscaping etc. Clerk to draft letter before 04.01.08.  
9. SPEED CAMERAS Clerk has requested a village speed survey from Cambs Constabulary. As soon as we receive their results, it will be a future agenda item. A Speed Survey is usually carried out following an influx of speed related complaints into their department. Therefore, in order to highlight this problem in our village, it is evident that members of the public MUST raise issues individually, to ensure that any speed complaint is formally logged (contact Paul Philipson @ Thorpe Wood Police Station). Following discussions, the following was agreed – 
· Clerk to email/copy DfT guidance document to all.

· Clerk to ask PC McCallum to perform speed monitoring on the other side of Glinton Rd Crossing, and across the Heath Rd, Maxey Rd ‘rat run’, during peak hours. 

10. FLASHING 30MPH SIGNS for Maxey Rd & Heath Rd entrances to the village. Agreed SS to make request to D Over via Community Leadership Fund. Clerk to make initial request to PCC Highways.
11. CORRESPONDENCE – 

· Invite from John Clare Society to Councillors/partners 19.12.07 @ 7.30pm for Mullied Wine & Mince pies at the John Clare Cottage.

· B1443 Experimental Weight Restriction Order – SS read PCC outline of the scheme.
· Planning Meeting with Paul Rossington 4.12.07 @ 6pm.
12. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS 
1. SS/RM Report from TARMAC meeting.
2. D Over currently liaising with PCC re- proposed charges for bulky waste collections.

13. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
TF
Fallen leaves in centre of village. Clerk to liaise with fix it van 

JS
Grass verge overgrowing into footpath behind bus shelter/phone box.

CW
Cars parking on footpaths/verges. D Over advised that police agreed to follow the procedure to deal with this issue. Clerk to contact PC McCallum.

RH
Streetlights requiring attention. RH to report to PCC
RH
Proposed use of Botolph’s Barn for Parish Council meetings (£4ph), possible access restrictions, review on a future agenda.

14. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING   - TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 14 JANUARY 2008 IN THE JOHN CLARE SCHOOL, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.  
The meeting closed at 8.57pm. 
Finance ** 1-LGA 1972 Section 112 (2).2-LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5. 3-LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6. 4- LGA 1972 Sec 214 (6). 5- LGA 1972 Section 142. 6- Highways Act 1980 ss 43,50.
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