Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 2 OCTOBER 2006
PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Morton, Firmedow, Wright, Cooper and Britton. Four members of the public. 
CLERK – K Rowbotham

Questions from the floor

DP
Street light PCC6 still not working.

Streetlight outside 2 Heath Rd still obscured by trees

SI
Clerk to contact PCC re replacement for the Beech Tree

1. APOLOGIES – Councillor Mrs Stanton (Vice) & Councillors Dobson & Hinchliff. Ward Councillor David Over.
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – The minutes were approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 

3. MATTERS ARISING (for information only)

3.1 Overhanging trees on Spinney – PCC Highways advise trees have clean bill of heath
3.2 Police speed/weight checks – See item 10.
3.3 Sycamore in Churchyard – SS still to carry out inventory of all HPC trees. 

3.4 Road nr. Station Masters House – PCC Highways will update us with any progress
3.5 Glinton Rd Cycle path – Report sent to PCC Highways 
3.6 GPP – R Astle happy to attend December meeting.

3.7 Cemetery – notice board & steps – nothing to report

3.8 Crossover 20/22 Woodgate – now marked up for repair
3.9 Environment Improvement Scheme – RM liaising with S Irons. Sum of £75 to be included in 2007/08 budget

4. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions - none
b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment –

06/00892/OUT revised – Agreed to continue to object on grounds of road safety problems.
c. Planning Committee report – The following applications were approved – 
06/01030/FUL – 30 Glinton Rd – erection of dwelling & garage. 

06/00644/FUL Revised – Arborfield Mill erection of 8 houses. 

06/00779/FUL – 34a West St – retention of log cabin. 

06/00915/FUL – 18 Glinton Rd – erection of dwelling. 

5. FINANCE  - **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £182.50 (3), Clerk pay £304.87 (1), Clerk expenses £40.61 (2), PCC cemetery rates £10.00 (4), R Hinchliff (McAfee anti-virus) £6.45 (5),  Anglian Water £24.16 (6)
6. DRAFT BUDGET ITEMS – Council to review & recommend potential items for November meeting. First draft to include church yard wall repairs, noticeboard, cemetery steps, £75 hedge on cycle path, £120 village sign refurbishment.
7. VILLAGE SIGN PAINTING– Approx £120 cost agreed. SS to deal.
8. SALE OF THE GRAINSTORE – Currently unable to trace application. Further research required.
9. CHURCHYARD WALL REPAIR QUOTATIONS – Committee meeting after meeting.
10. COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP SCHEME – SS reported from meetings 18.09.06 & 19.09.06 with representatives from the other Parish Councils in Barnack Ward, PCC, Police and Ward Councillor David Over. After discussion, the following proposal was seconded and agreed - “To link the Barnack Ward villages with a system of cycle ways, bridleways, footpaths and quiet lanes, integrated with a lorry restriction on the B1443”.
11. PARISH COUNCILLOR SERVICE/ATTENDANCE ALLOWANCES – Agreed SS to raise at PCC Parish Council Liaison meeting.
12. PCC DRAFT PLANNING OBLIGATION STRATEGY – no comments
13. COUNCILLOR REPORTS – 
RM attended GPP meeting in Barnack – outlining aims - to preserve & maintain village structure.
14. CORRESPONDENCE –

· CALC meeting 09.11.06

· PALC & CALC AGM 14.10.06

· Friends of Chernobyl’s Children meeting 19.10.06– notice on board.

15. ITEMS FOR THE NOVEMBER MEETING
CW

DUPF – next action
CB

Thanks to PCC for clearing Heath Rd footpath

CB

Thanks to Cambs Constabulary for promptly clearing rubble on Heath Rd 

RM

Rail track – clerk to enquire about impact of 200mph trains using our crossings.

KR

Draft Budget 2007/08.
16. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING   - TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 6 NOVEMBER 2006 IN THE JOHN CLARE SCHOOL, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 

Finance **

1
LGA 1972 Section 112 (2)

2
LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5

3
LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6

4
LGA 1972 Section 214 (6)

5 
LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5

6
LGA 1972 Section 214 (6)
In Committee immediately after closure of the public meeting…..
1. The Parish Council discussed three quotations for repairs to the Churchyard Wall. It was agreed to accept the firm quotation from Mark Sharpin and to ask him for start and finish dates.

2. The Chairman reported conversations that he had recently had with City Cllr. Charles Swift regarding Village facilities. The Chairman was authorised to continue those conversations as soon as possible and to seek one other Parish Councillor or the Clerk to assist him in the matter. 
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