Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 3 MARCH 2008
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Stanton (Vice), Mrs Morton, Britton, Firmedow, Dobson, Wright, Hinchliff and Cooper. Thirteen members of the public. PC Norm McCallum. 
CLERK – K Rowbotham.
Questions from the floor 
DP
Pavements of Woodland Lea need attention (Highways Annual Inspection)

DP
Streetlight PCC45 knocked down on West Street. Clerk to report.
DF
Broken drain grid opposite 27 Glinton Rd. (Highways Annual Inspection)

DF
Potholes on Maxey Rd (Highways Annual Inspection)

DF
Broken guttering over village shop causing water to spill over notice board. DF to talk to owner. 
1. APOLOGIES    Ward Councillor David Over









                                                                                                                                  
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 


3. DRAFT CONSERVATION AREA Apologies from J Daley. A new proposal was put forward from JD – to maintain the existing boundary & apply the appraisal contents to that boundary. He may return to a future meeting after consultation with English Heritage and the PCC Planning Committee.
4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1
Fix it Man
Cleared a long list of rubbish from King Street. Oil now removed.

4.2
Broadwheel Rd 
overgrown bushes & fallen trees reported to Milton Estates who confirmed they will deal asap.
4.3
DUPF

Cllr Smith to liaise directly with PCC Chief Executive, G Beasley. 

4.4 
Buttercross repairs 
Repairs report from PCC read out.

4.5 
New Bench 
PCC liaising with contractors to arrange for the Bench to be installed.
4.6 
Overgrown bushes viewed by SS, agreed no action required.
 
4.7 
30mph flashing signs
 PC Norm McCallum awaits status report on incident statistics for Maxey and Heath Roads. Several tickets have been issued for parking on grass verges. Ad Hoc Speed monitoring will continue throughout the village. Letter re speeding on Maxey Rd received from residents, read out then passed onto PC McCallum for his attention.
4.8 
Other Highway matters
Grass verge behind bush shelter still to be cut back by PCC Fix it Crew. Red tarmac Renewal is on the Lining Company’s Works Order. Heath Rd broken reflective bollards now repaired.
4.9
Allotments
Update letter sent to all who requested allotments. SS to look into Grainstore land.

5. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions 
07/02016/FUL Grasslands Farm -Erect new stable block & store – Permitted 26.02.08.
07/01146/FUL 38-40 West Street – Permission refused 21.02.08. 
b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment  

07/01073/FUL Land adjacent to 20 Arborfield Close. Erect 2 storey three bedroom detached dwelling. Councillors agreed to object for several reasons, in the main this constitutes tandem development which is not permitted. It will create a negative impact on the street scene, by unbalancing the well planned, historic spaced out layout, characteristic of this roadside Close.
6. FINANCE   **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £188.00 (3), Clerk pay £338.18 (1), Clerk expenses £45.34 (2), Toucan auto DD. 
All councillors received a DRAFT copy of the 31.03.08 Quarterly Financial Statement.
7. STAMFORD HOMES LIAISON COMMITTEE It was agreed for CB, JS, RM & JD to form the liaison Committee. Clerk to pass all details to CB & Stamford Homes. Clerk to put notice on board & prepare copies as a leaflet drop for local residents. Sample building materials were viewed. The two tile samples and two brick samples were considered acceptable. The third brick to be used should be replaced by natural stone. Clerk to liaise with M Roberts (PCC).
8. GROUNDSMAN TENDER 2008/09  Three tenders received, opened & discussed in committee after the meeting. It was agreed to accept the quotation provided by Mr J Garratt. Clerk to prepare contract & complete correspondence to all three companies.
9. ADVERTISING BOARDS 2008/09  Letter received from the landlady at the Exeter Arms to request annual permission for the advertising board. Agreed. Clerk to write letter.
10. ANNUAL LITTER PICK 2008 RH kindly agreed to oversee this year’s litter pick. To be held on SATURDAY 12 APRIL meeting at 9am in the village centre. Clerk to arrange skip, poster & equipment.

11. HIGHWAYS ANNUAL INSPECTION Agreed Thursday 13 March SS, JS & KR to meet DM at 10.30am. PLEASE RAISE ANY HIGHWAYS MATTERS WITH THE CLERK PRIOR TO THIS MEETING. Items to include – carriage edge repairs Heath Rd, potholes Maxey Rd, Broken bollard & verge repairs outside 39 West St, replace build out bollards, Woodland Lea pavements, broken drain cover opposite 27 Glinton Rd etc. Clerk to arrange meeting.
12. PETERBOROUGH HOUSING STRATEGY 2008/11 Following discussion, it was agreed to comment that this appeared to be just a high level ‘wish list’ with very little detail, or set strategy, as to how any desired results will actually be achieved. It is also questionable as to whether there is an adequate infrastructure currently in place to cope with it. Clerk to respond. 
13. CORRESPONDENCE

· Notice of Election 2008 will be posted on the notice board before 27.03.08.
· Register of electors forms completed by all councilors
· The applicants from 14 Heath Rd highlighted to the Clerk that their application had not been received by the Parish Council. PCC agreed to send out copies first class and agreed deadline for our comments 24.03.08. Therefore, it was decided to hold an extra meeting of the Parish Council in the John Clare School on Monday 17 March 2008 to discuss this application. Clerk to arrange meeting & prepare Agenda.

· New signs outside John Clare School – Copy of complaint letter from 35 West St to PCC read out. Clerk read out email from PCC Parking Enforcement team outlining the scheme that required the signs. After discussion, it was agreed that the signs were seen as undesirable and for the Clerk to request 1. renewal of the yellow zig-zag lines outside the school and 2. to have the signs removed. If the latter is not an option, Clerk to request smaller signs attached to the railings.

· SS read out complaint correspondence from 8 residents on Woodland Lea regarding the hedging on the footpath at the rear of their properties that had been cut by a resident of Temples Court. The resident of Temples Court had incorrectly advocated that the Chair had given permission for this to be undertaken. This statement was untrue. This had caused considerable distress, to both the residents and the Parish Council. The hedge in question provided an important screen for Woodland Lea residents, to cover the new development in Temples Court. Normally the Parish Council would look to the residents of Woodland Lea to maintain the hedge in good order to ensure a clear one metre strip of footpath. Agreed Clerk to reply to the Woodland Lea correspondents to this effect. SS to liaise with the Clerk. 
14. COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

None

15. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
RH
NALC Parish Partnership model of effective Community Anchor Document (already circulated to council)
KR
Re-appoint Internal auditor

CB
16 Glinton Rd shrubs in verge. All councilors to view. 

SS
Notice board repairs quotations required for re-varnish. SS to liaise with Clerk.

16. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING  This will be the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING commencing at 7.30pm on Monday 7 April 2008. The April Parish Council meeting will follow on afterwards.  
The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 
Finance ** 
1
LGA 1972 Section 112 (2)

2
LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5

3
LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6

1

