Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 2nd June 2008
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Morton, Britton, Dobson and Hinchliff. Ten members of the public.  Ward Councillor David Over.
CLERK – Apologies received from Kathie Rowbotham (minutes taken by the Chairman)
Questions from the floor – 
Don Pollard: Complained about bushes overgrowing the footpaths at Wainfleet House and Clare Cottage. The Chairman pointed out the note issued by the Parish Council in the last issue of the Village Tribune wherein he invited complainants of problems of this nature to take the matter up, politely and directly, with the property owners concerned rather than use the Parish Council and Clerk to constantly forward his complaints. Peter Moyse volunteered to deal with the Clare Cottage problem.
Don Pollard: Also pointed out that the signs on King Street near Torpel Manor could not be seen. Clerk/Chairman to invite Fix It to cut back the overgrown bushes.
1. APOLOGIES:   Councillor Mrs Stanton.


2. CO-OPTION: The Chairman informed the meeting of the procedures currently in progress and then deferred the item to In Committee at the end of the meeting. 

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING and the MAY ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  both approved by the Council and signed by the Chair.
4. MATTERS ARISING:
4.1
Advertising Flags at Mill Site:  CB reported that the display was not in line with the Planning Application and will discuss with Stamford Homes. Action…CB
4.2 
Woodland Lea: footpath repaired at number 56.

4.3 
The Nook: Road surface problems reported to Highways.

4.4
Allotments: The Chairman had contacted the owner of the Grainstore and awaited his response.
4.5
DUPF: Mrs Bennett had called a meeting for 5th June 2008 at 6.00pm. SS/JD to attend.
4.6
Noticeboard repairs:
The Chairman had requested a quotation for repairs.

4.7
Signal Box Incident Records: CB to visit the Signalman to get on-site details of procedures re. incident recording.
4.8
Tree Preservation Orders and Map: The Tree Preservation Officer to be invited to the next convenient meeting. Action…Clerk/SS

5. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions 
08/00257/FUL Scotsmans Lodge. Approved 29th May 2008
08/00525/CTR John Clare Cottage. Approved 20th May 2008
b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment  
08/00580/FUL  32 Glinton Road Side and rear extension. No Objections…Proposed by CB and seconded by RH and agreed unanimously.  
08/00564/FUL 38/40 West Street to replace existing dwellings. No Objections providing that materials be stone or buff brick and that proper road sight line splays are incorporated…Proposed by RM and seconded by JD and agreed unanimously. It was also suggested that this Council write to positively support the renovation of this area…Proposed by JD and seconded by RH and agreed unanimously.
 c. Appeal re. 20 Arborfield Close: It was agreed to inform City Planning that our stance on this application was unchanged, to ask them for copies of the applicants grounds for the appeal and to ask for information on the date and time of the appeal hearing. 
6. ARBORFIELD MILL ROAD NAME: Council was unanimous in its approval of the name Towgood Close, as suggested by Cllrs RM and RH. Action…Clerk/SS to write to K Everett.
7. FINANCE:  **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £197.15 (3), Clerk pay £426.63 (1), Clerk expenses £62.76 (2), PCC Cemetery rates £14.00 (4), Cllr RH petrol expenses for the Litter Pick mileage £27.90 (5)
8. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING RESOLUTION: The resolution re. the B1443 traffic survey/study passed at the Annual Parish Meeting was put to the Parish Council by Cllr.RM and seconded by Cllr. JD. It was adopted unanimously and will be forwarded to the City Council together with a covering letter to include notes and references from recent incidents noted at the level crossing and build out. Action…Clerk/SS
9. PETERBOROUGH CORE STRATEGY:  Councillors commented in turn on the Strategy document and agreed to send summary comments to the chairman within one week for collation into a response to the City. Comments included fuel pricing impacts on transport plans, unpopular wide area developments allied with transport costs and public transport link-up inadequacies re. “final-destination” travel. Action…Chairman to write summary letter to City.

.  
10. CHURCHYARD and CEMETERY “TOPPLE TESTING”:   It was agreed that Cllrs. JD and RH would co-ordinate this activity and inform the Clerk of the results.  
11. CORRESPONDENCE

· Date of meeting for Post Office Closure review…14th July 2008 at 6.30pm in the Town Hall Reception Room. All to note.
· John Clare Society – request for use of banners. Agreed. Clerk to write to Sue Tolgate. 

· No Waiting Signs at School. Letter from City indicates that they must remain. Chairman to respond.

· Proposal from Tallington PC re. a giant one-way system via Maxey Road, West Street, King Street, Bainton Green/Lolham in order to limit traffic flows through West Deeping/Lolham. Councillors did not agree with this suggestion because of the negative impacts for Maxey Road residents and Helpston in general. Chairman to respond.

· Police notice re. black Mitsubishi Warrier read out. All to note and inform PCSO Helen Buckingham on 08454 564564.
12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS:  Cllr. RH gave a report from the Police Liaison Committee at which it was indicated that Parishes may now “club together” to buy and use speed guns. Cllr. David Over indicated that the Barnack PC group was investigating. Chairman to follow up.
Cllr. CB reported that he was to meet Stamford Homes staff re. the surplus flags and re. road markings

13. ITEMS FOR THE JULY AGENDA
· CB: Move 30mph limit to Kings Street? (not July agenda)
12. CO-OPTION (In Committee): The Chair gave details of the progress made to date. Councillors agreed on one further name for consideration.

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING  This will be held on Monday 7th July 2008 in the John Clare School Hall commencing at 7.30pm.  
The meeting closed at 9.01 pm. 
Finance ** 
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