Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14th JANUARY 2008
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Stanton (Vice), Mrs Morton, Britton, Firmedow, Dobson, Wright, Hinchliff and Cooper. Seven members of the public. 
CLERK – K Rowbotham was unable to attend for family reasons
The Chairman informed the meeting of the Headteacher’s recent family bereavement and expressed condolences on behalf of the Parish Council to him and to his wife.

Questions from the floor 
Eileen Cumberpatch : Asked whether the “Diversion” signs in Church Lane were still required. Clerk to check with Highways.
Roy Scott: Asked for help with Postal Delivery errors. His house at 72 Glinton Road is now being confused with new house numbers 72A to 72H, following their erection on Glinton Road. His problems were echoed by others present and by Councillors. Examples were: 30 and 36 West Street receiving deliveries for 30 and 36 Heath Road and Glinton Road. Clerk to write to Royal Mail to make a general complaint of delivery inaccuracies occurring over the last 12 months or more. 
1. APOLOGIES    None










                                                                                                                                  
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 


3. DRAFT CONSERVATION AREA
In the absence of Mr. Jim Daley, this matter was dealt with under Matters Arising




4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1 DUPF -
Cllr Dobson and Cllr Smith informed the meeting that Jon Marsden had instructed Louise Wilcox to write to the DUPFC chairman in December 2007. To date there had been no copied correspondence. JD to contact Louise Wilcox. It was also agreed that the Chairman should enquire of Jon Marsden as to why the DUPF had been fully closed over the Christmas holidays.
4.2 Church Lane -
Two drop kerb white lines completed. Final one is in hand.

4.3 Buttercross repairs -
report awaited from City.

4.4 Hedge Planting - Meeting was reminded that hedge planting volunteers were required for Saturday 26th January.

4.5 New Bench - 
The proposed position for a bench seat on Glinton road was accepted.

4.6 Overgrown bushes -
 had been dealt with by Cllrs. Firmedow and Hinchliff. Chairman thanked them for their sensitive personal approach. Cllr. Britton reported three other cases at Nos. 2, 8, and 10 Maxey Road. Councillors were asked to view and confirm before further action is taken. 
4.7 Draft Conservation Area -
 Chairman read out Jim Daley’s response to Council notes on the draft area. Mr. Daley will be invited to report on the parishioner’s responses prior to Council finalising their full comments on the draft. It was requested that the Grain Store site be included.

4.8 30mph flashing signs -
City’s comments were read out. Cllr. Britton asked for a status report on incident statistics for Maxey and Heath Roads.

4.9 All Highway matters-
Reported to Derek Mabe and are in hand.
5. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions 
07/01475/FUL…Retrospective. 2.3metre fence at 17 Woodland Lea. REFUSED by City Council because of its height and visually untidy and discordant appearance.
07/01384/FUL…Retrospective…Oil Tank at 30 Glinton Road. APPROVED.

07/01533/FUL…Single Storey extn. At 10 Woodland Lea. APPROVED.

07/01659/FUL…Extensions at 1 Heath Road. APPROVED after modification re. garage siting.

07/01644/ADV…Temporary Advertising Boards and Flags at the Arborfield Mill Site…APPROVED subject to them not being erected until the site development itself is approved.

Removal of Willow Tree at 15 Woodgate. APPROVED

b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment  
None
6. FINANCE   **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £188.00 (3), Clerk pay £363.65 (1), Clerk expenses £15.70 (2), Cambridgeshire ACRE £25.00 (4)
7. CORRESPONDENCE
7.1 Mr Harvey had written requesting names and addresses of the local landowners who had been contacted re. ALLOTMENTS, and what their responses had been in order that he might continue efforts to obtain allotments. Council re-stated that they had written to 7 local landowners and that there had been four negative responses. No other replies were received. Council decided that they could not publish names and addresses (in the same way that they cannot use the electoral roll to supply details of individuals to other individuals) and referred Mr. Harvey, by these minutes, to the minutes published in August of last year.
7.2 Chairman reminded Cllrs. of the Barnack Ward event to be held in Bainton Reading Rooms on Thursday 17th January at 7.30/8.00pm.
7.3 AGM of CPALC to be held at Bluntisham Village Hall on 2nd February 2008.

7.4 John Clare Society Festival planning meeting to be held in Botolph’s Barn on 7th February 2008 beginning at 7.00pm












8. COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
None.









9. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
CB…..Asked if a “Silvered Mirror” exit aid could be positioned opposite The Nook egress on to Glinton Road. Clerk to add to Highways list.
Clerk…Groundsman’s Contract preparation

Clerk…Audit and Insurance review

Clerk…Risk assessment review

Clerk…Financial Regulations and Standing Order review







10. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING   - TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2008 at THE JOHN CLARE SCHOOL, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.  
Further meetings in 2008 planned for 3rd March and 7th April.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm. 
Finance ** 
1
LGA 1972 Section 112 (2)

2
LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5

3
LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6

4
LGA 1972 Section 143
1

