Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8 JANUARY 2007
PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Stanton (Vice), Mrs Morton, Firmedow, Hinchliff, Cooper, Dobson and Britton. Four members of the public. 
CLERK – K Rowbotham

Questions from the floor

DP – Woodland Lea Holes in footpaths, roads and broken kerbs – danger to pedestrians.

DF – Drainage problem outside Station Masters House

1. APOLOGIES – Councillor Wright. Ward Councillor David Over. 
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – The minutes were approved by the Council and signed by the Chair, subject to the following amendment 5.b.4 “Councillor Mrs Stanton declared an interest in this item and left the room for the duration of the discussion”. 

3. URGENT MATTERS ARISING (for information only)

3.1
Leaves on village green – Kindly cleared by Mr Franks.
3.2
Replacement Tree for the Beech Tree – No meeting to date

3.3
Sale of the Grainstore – Later application conditions read out by the Chair. 

3.4
Restricted Access Road Markings Church Lane – PCC advised HPC would be charged £50 for the markings. Council agreed to ask D Over to pursue the issue.



3.5
Highways – D Mabe dealing with the drainage problem outside Station Masters House.
3.6
Glinton Rd Cycle path – clerk to liaise with D Mabe again re cutting back the highways verge.
3.7
Arborfield Close & Mill Field Close – Clerk requested additional road sign to mirror the existing one.
3.8
Use of Fireworks – PCC sending leaflet
3.9
Draft Peterborough Statement of Community Involvement – response from PCC read out.  

3.10
Refuse Collection Helpston Heath – PCC will advise correct collection date. 

4. PLANNING

Updates and City Council decisions

06/01752/FUL 14 West St – Granted 21.12.06
06/01030/FUL 30 Glinton Rd – Granted 05.12.06

06/01734/FUL 75 Glinton Rd – Granted 20.12.06

06/01679/LBC 1 Glinton Rd – Granted 24.10.06

06/01751/FUL 39 Glinton Rd – Granted 22.12.06

b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment 

06/01895/LBC & 06/01900/FUL John Clare Cottage – Agreed no objection in principle, but the following points to be made –

1. Party Wall Act must be applied 
2. Site visit essential 
3. A model or simulation would have helped to visualize the end result
4. Parking issues need careful consideration.
06/01925/FUL 34a West St – The Chair declared an interest and left the room for the duration of the discussion. Council OBJECT to the plans because – 

1. R2 for refusal on the original application (excessive overlooking) still applies 
2. Dwelling deemed too big for the site 
3. Height of roofline means dwelling will still dominate the street scene 
         4. Architecturally, not in keeping with surrounding properties.

5. FINANCE  - **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £182.50 (3), Clerk pay £314.15 (1), Clerk expenses £36.32 (2), Cambs ACRE subs £25.00 (4), M Sharpin Wall Repairs £4500.00 (3) Room Hire JC Primary School £145.25 (5).Toucan auto DD. (2). Quarterly Financial Statement 31.12.06 given to all councillors.
6. URGENT CORRESPONDENCE –
· Go East – proposed changes to East of England Plan. Document circulated Deadline 09.03.07, Feb/Mar Agenda.

· Cambs Constabulary Rural Question Time 8.02.07 7pm-9pm.
7. ITEMS FOR THE FEBRUARY AGENDA
· Groundsman Contract
· Insurance, Risk assessment, Financial Regulations & Standing Orders review.
· John Clare Heritage Centre – ‘Conservation, Design, Access & Landscaping Statement – Clerk to circulate document.
· Social Meeting for Barnack, Bainton & Helpston Parish Councils 22.01.07 @ Barnack Village Hall 7pm.
· Arborfield Mill development – clerk to contact PCC for an update.
8. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING   - TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2007 IN THE JOHN CLARE SCHOOL, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.  

The meeting closed at 8.50pm. 
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