Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 4th FEBRUARY 2008
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Stanton (Vice), Mrs Morton, Britton, Firmedow, Dobson, Wright, Hinchliff and Cooper. Eleven members of the public. Ward Councillor David Over. Jim Daley (PCC Conservation). CLERK – K Rowbotham.
Questions from the floor 
DP
Oil dumped in the second lay-by at the top of King Street. Clerk to report to PCC Fix it Crew.

DP
Broadwheel Rd – overgrown bushes & fallen trees from the woods. Clerk to view & deal.

David Packer 
Question about allotment provision – see ‘correspondence’
1. APOLOGIES    None









                                                                                                                                  
2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 


3. DRAFT CONSERVATION AREA Mr J Daley gave an overview of the comments he had received on the proposed conservation area changes for Helpston. There had been a mixed reaction. The existing area was designated in 1975, and the proposed changes were designed to ensure that the original medieval home field patterns were protected. Not all members present agreed that this was the best way forward. Therefore, following the discussions it was agreed that J Daley would take the report away and reconsider his proposed outline, to see if there was a more suitable solution. He planned to return to the March meeting.  
4. MATTERS ARISING
4.1
“Diversion” signs in Church Lane
currently in Maxey Rd & still required.
4.2
Royal Mail Postal Delivery errors
Following our complaint letter, Mr B Potter (Manager Royal Mail) was extremely helpful. He has briefed the sorting/postal staff in an effort to eradicate the problem. If any residents still experience problems, please report them directly to the Clerk asap, in order that we can inform Mr Potter that further assistance is required.

4.3 
DUPF
Cllr Dobson had emailed PCC, but still no response. Cllr Smith to liaise directly with PCC Chief Executive, G Beasley. 

4.4 
Church Lane
The final drop kerb white line is now in place.

4.5 
Buttercross repairs
Still await City report. Oak post has been repaired.
4.6 
Hedge Planting  The scheme was successfully completed on Saturday 26th January. Thanks go to all the volunteers who kindly helped on the day, and for R Astle for arranging the combined Scheme with Etton Parish. Invoice for £300, as agreed – see ‘finance’.
4.7 
New Bench 
PCC liaising with contractors to arrange for the Bench to be installed.
4.8 
Overgrown bushes
 Agreed Cllrs Smith & Wright to liaise with the relevant property owners, where the bushes required attention. 
4.9 
30mph flashing signs
 Clerk requested status report on incident statistics for Maxey and Heath Roads. PC Norm McCallum has reported that several residents have been given warnings for parking on Grass verges and one fixed penalty notice has been issued. Ad Hoc Speed monitoring will continue on Glinton Rd, Heath Rd & Maxey Rd.
4.10 
Other Highway matters
Crevice outside the Nook now repaired. Grass verge behind bush shelter to be cut back by PCC Fix it Crew. Red tarmac Renewal is on the Lining Company’s Works 
Order. Heath Rd broken reflective bollards – on works order.
4.11
Request for ‘Mirror exit aid’ at The Nook – Highways advise these are not permitted, because they give a false perception of speed.
5. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions 
01462/REM Arborfield Mill Site Development – CB reported about the PCC Planning Committee meeting. The application was given approval by the City Planning Committee.
b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment  

08/00087/CTR 21 Maxey Rd -Re shape & reduce by 30% one Copper Beech Tree – No objections.

08/00084/CTR 23 Maxey Rd -reduce Yew by 20% and fell one Holly tree – No objections.

08/00128/CTR 1 Maxey Rd -Prune 2 Yew trees, 1 Apple tree & top out 6 conifers - No objections, provided the applicant liaises with the Church.
07/02016/FUL Grasslands Farm -Erect new stable block & store – No objections. 
6. FINANCE   **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £188.00 (3), Clerk pay £232.24 (1), Clerk expenses £9.25 (2), R Astle (Hedge planting Scheme – Clerk to reclaim 75% as agreed) £300 (4), Toucan auto DD. 
7. GROUNDSMAN TENDER 2008/09  - Clerk to prepare documentation to request 3 quotations.
8. INSURANCE REVIEW 2008/09 – All cover contents reviewed and agreed as unchanged.
9. RISK ASSESSMENT REVIEW 2008  - Document reviewed and re-adopted.
10. FINANCIAL REGULATIONS & STANDING ORDER REVIEW 2008  Documents reviewed and re-adopted.
11. CORRESPONDENCE
· Peterborough Housing Strategy Consultation – emailed to online Councillors and hard copies requested from PCC for circulation. Deadline for comments 07.03.08. Next Agenda.

· Email received from M Berridge re Allotment requests. To date Council has approached 9 landowners and received all negative responses. SS had liaised with the City Allotments Officer for any further advice, he agreed that Council had explored all possible avenues to date to consider the original request for allotment provision. He also advised that Werrington were looking to widen their allotment allocation on their current land and there were vacancies at Barnack. SS to look into land near the Grainstore. Agreed Clerk to draft letter to all those individuals who originally wrote us, to inform them of the current position.
· PCC Policy Planning Meeting 19 March 2008 Council Chambers @ 6pm

· SS read item from The Bulletin re reusing existing graves over 100 years old, as a point of reference.

· SS read item from The Bulletin re – Post Office Pack – Clerk to request copy for info.
12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

None







13. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Grounds man Tender

· Advertising Boards on the Village Green

· Arrange Litter pick 2008

· Arrange Highways Annual Inspection 2008

CW
Cemetery Notice board still to be purchased to house Cemetery rules

CW
B1443 Temporary Weight restriction timescale – due end of March.
14. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING   - TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 3 MARCH 2008 at THE JOHN CLARE SCHOOL, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.  
The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
Finance ** 
1
LGA 1972 Section 112 (2)

2
LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5

3
LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6

4
Highways Act 1980 section 96.
1

