Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2007
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Morton, Firmedow, Hinchliff, Cooper, Wright, Dobson and Britton. Four members of the public. Ward Councillor David Over
CLERK – K Rowbotham

Questions from the floor

DP – Road safety issues @ buildout near Arborfield Mill site. Agreed Clerk to write to PCC Planning to ask what steps will be taken to improve safety & to ensure that HPC are involved in any relevant discussions.
1. APOLOGIES – Councillor Mrs Stanton. 
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – The minutes were approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 

3. MATTERS ARISING (for information only)

3.1
Replacement Tree for the Beech Tree – A Horne (PCC) advises that the existing trees on the site of the Beech tree are providing a good canopy covering and would not advise adding another tree. PCC have therefore provided 4 Lime trees by Arborfield Close.
3.2
Woodland Lea – PCC Highways advise that works orders have been placed for essential repairs.
3.3 
Restricted Access Road Markings Church Lane – D Over read out his letter to PCC Highways and one that he has written to request a solution to the parking/drainage problems on Church Lane.

3.4
Glinton Rd Cycle path – D Mabe advised that the verge should be cut back in the next financial year. 
3.5
Arborfield Close & Mill Field Close road signing – PCC Highways advise that an order should be placed in February budget permitting.
3.6
Refuse Collection Helpston Heath – PCC advise correct collection date is Wednesday. 

3.7
PC Social Meeting held 22.01.07 well attended by Barnack, Bainton & Helpston.

3.8
Arborfield Mill Development – no progress from PCC to report. See agreed actions in ‘Questions from the floor’.
4. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions  None
b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment 

07/000841/CTR – 2 Woodgate – Fell Eucalyptus. Agreed no objections.
06/019701/FUL – 62 Glinton Rd – side & rear extensions. Agreed no objections.

c. Planning & Environmental Protection Committee Torpel Manor 16.01.07. Attended by SS who advised that the outcome was that the owner must keep the site tidy. Agreed Clerk to write to PCC Enforcement to ask for a definition of ‘tidy’ especially with regards to derelict vehicles and to ask what can be done about them. 
5. FINANCE  - **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £182.50 (3), Clerk pay £295.50 (1), Clerk expenses £15.63 (2), Toucan auto DD (2), Chair expenses (2).
6. GO EAST – Proposed changes to East of England Plan. Deadline 09.03.07. March Agenda.

7. RESOLUTION – “To appoint the Chairman to represent the Parish Council on the Greater Peterborough Partnership (Rural Group)”. This resolution was proposed, seconded & agreed.
8. RESOLUTION – “To set a Basic Allowance of £15, in addition to the laid down Travel and Subsistence allowances, for any Parish Councillor attending a meeting (other than regularly called ordinary Parish Council meetings) and designated as an approved duty by the Chairman or the Parish Council.” This was proposed & seconded & amended to add…. “For meetings outside the parish.” (5 for, 3 against motion carried).  
9. GROUNDSMAN CONTRACT & CEMETERY Clerk to invite 3 tenders for the 2007/08 financial year. Clerk & Chair to check contents of the contract to ensure clearance of metre strip inside the wall is included to stop future growth that may re-affect the stability of the wall. T Firmedow & J Dobson to liaise with J Garratt in order to provide a quote for repairs to specific headstones in the cemetery. Next Agenda – Churchyard & Cemetery Committee to plan an annual review/ topple testing in the cemetery. SS to liaise with Langdyke Trust re overgrowth in the wildlife area of the churchyard.
10. REVIEWS CONDUCTED FOR – INSURANCE, RISK ASSESSMENT, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS & STANDING ORDERS. All were re-adopted for 2007 without any amendment.
11. CORRESPONDENCE 
· PALC meeting 21.02.07
· NHW meeting @ AMVC 7pm 06.02.07
· Ward meeting with D Over 06.02.07 Botolph’s Barn 7pm
· D Over advised PC N McCallum is responsible for Helpston again and a new PCSO is in place.
12. ITEMS FOR THE MARCH AGENDA
· Groundsman Contract, Advertising Boards for 01.04.07, Litter Pick, Annual Highways Inspection.
· CB asked the Clerk to thank the PCC Footpath’s Officer for recent works on our footpaths.
· CB asked the Clerk to thank PCC Streetlighting for their quick & efficient responses.
· CB Drainage Problem on Broadwheel Rd, near Pear tree lane. Clerk to enquire.
· JC Southey Woods – antisocial behaviour reports – residents are encouraged to make complaints direct to the Forestry Commission, the more they receive the more strength they have to take any action. Police aware.
· JD Update for DUPF requested.
· JD – Problems of parking on verges – flyers to all households? PCSO to be asked to assist. 
· SS – will reinstate HPC contribution to The Tribune.
· CW – refuse bins not being replaced – D Over will deal.
· CW – recent PCSO speed checks done in Barnack. D Over will request monitoring also done for Helpston – Heath Rd, Woodgate, @ the crossroads, West St & Glinton Rd.
13. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING   - TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 5 MARCH 2007 IN THE JOHN CLARE SCHOOL, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.  

The meeting closed at 8.55pm. 

Finance **

1
LGA 1972 Section 112 (2)

2
LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5

3
LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6
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