Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 4 DECEMBER 2006
PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Stanton (Vice), Mrs Morton, Firmedow, Wright, Cooper, Dobson and Britton. Six members of the public. Ward Councillor David Over.
CLERK – K Rowbotham

Questions from the floor
· F Jackson ….Leaves need clearing  from paths around the Village Green
1. APOLOGIES – Councillor Hinchliff. 
2.GREATER PETERBOROUGH PARTNERSHIP Richard Astle gave a brief overview of this initiative. He described it, not as an organisation, but as a group of key players e.g. representatives from Community Groups, the Health Service, Police, Parishes, Peterborough City Council etc. These people come together to put together a vision for Peterborough for the future, aiming for sustainable growth and improvement in quality of life. The group aims to cooperate to get things done quicker and avoiding duplication. Thanks go to Richard for attending the meeting. FUTURE AGENDA – representation from HPC.
3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING – The minutes were approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 

4. MATTERS ARISING (for information only)

4.1 Replacement Tree for the Beech Tree – JS, CB & JC volunteered to meet with PCC on site if required.
4.2Cemetery – Work on the side steps now complete (see finance)
4.3 Sale of the Grainstore – Application now traced. Agreed Clerk to send copies to PCC Planning/Enforcement & the Estate Agents to remind them of the original conditions. Also Clerk to liaise with D Horton (PCC Planning) to see if there is a later application re- the Nursery.
4.4 Restricted Access Road Markings Church Lane- Clerk met on site with J Anderson (PCC) who advised the works would cost £50. Agreed Clerk to ask PCC to fund the works directly. Clerk to alert Police to the obstruction problem.
4.5 Dual Purpose Play Area – nearby residents have been asked, by letter to seek permission if they wish to enter the school land for access.

4.6 Highways – Clerk to question D Mabe re drainage problem outside Station Masters House.

4.7 Use of Fireworks – email received from CALC read out by the Chair. Clerk to liaise with PCC Environmental Dept re current Byelaws in place. 

5. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions – none
b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment 
1. 06/01679/LBC 1 Glinton Rd (satellite dish) - NO OBJECTIONS.

 

2. 06/01734/FUL 75 Glinton Rd - NO OBJECTIONS

 

3.  06/01722/CON & 06/01752/FUL -14 West Street – Council agreed to object to the roof light window in this application, because it disturbs the appearance of the roof and consequently affects the street scene. At the period this house was built, lighting of an attic would be by dormer window which would be more in keeping with this property (as at the rear) and would better conform to our Village Design Statement 2.3 (c) Page 15. Council would have no objection to a dormer being inserted, but DO OBJECT to the inappropriate 21st century rooflight.

 

4. 06/01751/FUL - 39 Glinton Rd – Cllr Mrs Stanton declared an interest & left the room for the discussion. Council agreed to object to this application because - 
i) Firstly the rear extension is referred to as a conservatory - but the roof is pitched and tiled and not a translucent roof - so should be classed as a residential extension.

ii) The amount of glazing along the west side is excessive as it is only 927 mm from the boundary and the glazing should be removed.

iii) The bricks used in the existing building are LBC Milton Buffs and NOT as stated in the drawing i.e. LBC Ironstone!

iv) There is concern at the overfilling of gaps between houses in the village (See VDS 2.2 (a) Pg 15). If allowed, the only access for bins/barrows etc from front to back will be through the garage and utility room - not very desirable.

c. Planning Committee for 06/00892/OUT Arborfield Mill (Residential & Employment development) held on 07.11.06. SS attended – this was recommended for approval and planning permission was granted.
6. FINANCE  - **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £182.50 (3), Clerk pay £296.98 (1), Clerk expenses £104.03 (2), PCC cemetery rates £10.00 (4), J Garratt £160 (Cemetery steps and churchyard debris clearance) (5) Toucan auto DD failed – paid in Clerk expenses – replacement DD has been set up.
7. DRAFT BUDGET ITEMS 2007/08 – It was proposed seconded and agreed for the Clerk’s draft budget to be agreed, unless any further items identified prior to the January meeting. 
8. CONSULTATION – Cambs & Peterborough MINERALS & WASTE PLAN Clerk to respond outlining the following point from council – note to the Minerals and Waste Planners, and to Peterborough City Council that the proposed Thomas and Green development (now approved) is within the 200m exclusion zone of the proposed workings. 
9. CONSULTATION – Draft Peterborough Statement of Community Involvement – 

Clerk to respond i) Consultation groups for this document include a high volume of unelected bodies,  ii) the 21 day consultation period is too short,  iii) a Summary document should be prepared for such lengthy consultation documents.
10. COUNCILLOR REPORTS – 
DO
Report from Rural Ward meeting. £5000 to be put towards B1443 Lorry Ban, £5000 towards developing footpaths and any remainder will be spent on improving Cycle ways. Clerk to ask D Mabe to arrange for verge to be cut back on the Glinton Rd Cycle path to widen it. 
11. CORRESPONDENCE –
· John Clare Educational Trust – Council invited for mulled wine / mince pies 19.12.06.

· Countryside Alliance – re-preservation of rural Post Offices. Poster given to Village Shop

· PCC letter re future increased penalties for use of mobile phones while driving.
12. ITEMS FOR THE JANUARY AGENDA
TF
Problem caused by lack of Arborfield Mill road sign while leaving village. 
TF
Misleading information in the leaflet produced for the Concessionary Bus Fares

CB
Agenda item for North Werrington Development

CB
Agenda item for Tallington Crossing Campaign

CB
Reported Highways completed crossover 20/22 Woodgate

CB
Tribune Review

JC
Problems with use of Southey Woods – clerk to highlight to Ufford Pc & Forestry Commission.

RM
Haphazard refuse collection days at Helpston Heath / Scotsmans Lodge
CW
Problems caused by refuse collectors not putting bins back in safe place.
13. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING   - TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 8 JANUARY 2007 IN THE JOHN CLARE SCHOOL, COMMENCING AT 7.30PM.  THIS WILL BE LIMITED TO PLANNING AND URGENT MATTERS ONLY.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm. 

Finance **

1
LGA 1972 Section 112 (2)

2
LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5

3
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LGA 1972 Section 214 (6)
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LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6
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