Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 4th AUGUST 2008
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Morton, Mrs. Stanton, Mrs. Lakey, Britton, Hinchliff, and co-opted new member Chris Topper, together with Ward Councillor David Over and eight members of the public..
CLERK – The clerk, Kathie Rowbotham, was absent for family reasons and the minutes were recorded by the Chairman. 
The Chairman welcomed Chris Topper who has now been co-opted onto the Parish Council. 
Questions from the floor – 
Eileen Cumberpatch: Reported the scrap white board outside the cemetery….Fix-It to clear.

Peter Moyse: Had been told of some overgrown footpaths.  He was advised to tell his informants that they need to be more specific on the location of the problem and that they should, in the first instance, report the problem direct to the local landowner concerned.

Yvonne Smith: Enquired if the seat in Glinton Road was completely “new”. Councillors to check but no actions proposed or required. 
1. APOLOGIES:   Cllrs. Joe Dobson and Alastair Bradley (holidays).







2. CO-OPTION: Chris Topper formally submitted his Declaration on Acceptance of Office and Register of Interest both of which were completed and witnessed.
3. CHURCHYARD and CEMETERY OVERSEER Appointment: Outstanding from the last Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, the Chairman proposed that Cllr. Topper take this role. Seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Morton and agreed unanimously.
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: approved by the Council and signed by the Chair.
5. MATTERS ARISING:
5.1
Nurseryman’s Cottage: PCC Enforcement had investigated in 2004. Correspondence indicated that the previous tenant had erected a poly-tunnel which complied with the planning conditions. Further information awaited from City.
5.2
DUPF: David Denson of PCC is writing up a suggested new constitution for the Committee.
5.3
Notice board repairs/Village Sign:
The Chairman had received a quotation from R Crowson for repairs to the notice board. This was accepted. The Chairman had also received acknowledgement from Glynn Mould, the manufacturer of the Village Sign, that he would refurbish the sign if the Council could remove and deliver it to him. Chairman to expedite.
5.4
Annual Parish Meeting Resolution (B1443 Traffic Survey/Study): Peter Tebb had acknowledged the Parish Council request and was working on a response.
5. 5
No waiting signs at the School. The Chairman reported that D Plater (PCC) had recommended removal of the signs.
5.6
Proposal from Tallington re: one way system. The Chairman had acknowledged the correspondence received via. Chris Agnew (Bainton PC chairman).

5.7
Police Liaison Committee (purchase of speed guns): The Barnack Parish Councils group had agreed to participate as necessary in this scheme with an expenditure of £3000 allocated from the Ward Councillor’s fund.

5.8
38/40 West Street: The City had reported that as these were not “new” properties, then no Section 106 monies were appropriate. The Planning office is to be advised that this Council would prefer the building materials to be of Stamford Stone with Blue slate roofing.
5.9
Gravestone Topple Testing: Safety warning signs were now available. It was agreed that the Chairman and Cllr. Topper, with guidance from Cllr. Hinchliff would identify those of highest concern and label them accordingly. Cllr. Hinchliff will attempt to obtain a loan of the City’s testing equipment and the Clerk will be asked to write to CPALC for advice on procedure.

5.10
John Clare Cottage/Trust: The Chairman had written to Barry Sheerman M.P. re. the blockage to the footpath. A response was now awaited.

6. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions 
06/01925/FUL 34a West St – withdrawn
08/00672/FUL John Clare Cottage – Granted 14.07.08

08/00512/FUL New warehouse Arborfield Mill – Granted 07.07.08

08/00144/FUL 24 Maxey Rd – withdrawn 04.07.08

b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment  
08/00890/CTR @ 17 Woodgate. Reduce the crown of a walnut tree by 25% and thin by 15%. There were no objections.
c. Enforcements

Cllr. Britton asked if Planning intended to enforce their comments re. the height of the fence around 17, Woodland Lea. Council agreed that the Clerk should make enquiries.

7. ARBORFIELD MILL DEVELOPMENT

City Planning had submitted further details on this application which Cllr. Britton had examined. He reported on six main issues…

Road Construction and the Ram Dyke; Acoustic Barrier height reduction to 2 metres; Vibration Insulators in foundations of properties next to the railway; Calor gas tank provision; Surface water discharge into the Ram Dyke from the whole site; “Give Way” signs to the B1443 and “Keep Clear” markings.                          Noting all these points, the Council agreed unanimously that the clerk should advise City Planning of its concerns re. the plan to have all surface water discharged into the Ram Dyke. At times of heavy rainfall, this whole area will generate more water than the dyke can cope with unless modifications to the culvert are made. Steps should be taken from the outset to ensure that this new housing development does not suffer from a flooding problem.  

8. CLOSURE OF AUDIT

Kathie Rowbotham reported on the Closure of Audit. There were no issues to report and the Council recorded their congratulations to her on this successful audit…..proposed Cllr. Mrs. Stanton, seconded Cllr. Mrs. Morton and unanimously agreed.

9. TORPEL MANOR FIELD APPEAL

The Chairman read out the appeal letter received from the Chairman of the Langdyke Countryside Trust and then spoke of the good work that this organisation was doing in the local communities. These views were endorsed by members of the Council. He proposed “That Helpston Parish Council donate £200 towards the Torpel Manor Field appeal.” This was seconded by Cllr. Britton and agreed unanimously. In addition, Cllr. Mrs. Morton proposed “That Helpston Parish Council consider, in time for next years budget, full membership of the Langdyke Trust”. This was seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Stanton and agreed unanimously.
10. FINANCE:  **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £197.35 (3), Clerk pay £312.48 (1), Clerk expenses £20.09 (2), PCC Cemetery rates £14.00 (4), John Clare Society Subscription £15.00 Section 137(5), Moore Stephens (audit fee) £158.63 (6).
11. BUCKINGHAM PALACE GARDEN PARTY
To satisfy the CPALC requirements, it was agreed and minuted that the two Helpston Councillors who meet the criteria for eligibility to attend this event should be nominated for the draw….Cllrs. Smith and Morton

12. CORRESPONDENCE
PCSO Helen Buckingham had drawn attention to a suspicious vehicle linked to crime in the Thorney area…White Rover 220 GSi, partial index M44. 
Car Parking permits…all councillors to submit car reg. nos. to the clerk.
13. COUNCILLORS REPORTS:  
None
14. ITEMS FOR SEPTEMBER AGENDA
· CB: Move 30mph limit to Kings Street and east of the level crossing on Glinton Road.
· CB: Neighbourhood Watch sign removed from old lamppost and not replaced (opposite Vicarage Farm)
· SS: Tree Officer to be invited
· KL: Dispensing arrangements at Glinton Surgery
· Tarmac presentation (October meeting)

15. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING …to be held on Monday 1st September 2008 in the John Clare School Hall commencing at 7.30pm.  
The meeting closed at 8.35 pm. 
Finance ** 
1 -LGA 1972 Section 112 (2), 2 - LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5, 3- LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6, 4- LGA 1972 Section 214 (6), 5 – LGA 1972 s(137) , 6 – A&A Regs 1996 (s1 1996/s90) Section 5.
1

