HELPSTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE

JOHN CLARE SCHOOL MONDAY 7 APRIL 2008 at 7.30pm

PRESENT Cllrs. S Smith (Chair), Mrs J Stanton (Vice-Chair), R Morton, R Hinchliff, C Britton
T Firmedow, C Wright, J Dobson. Ten members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting

QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR

DP – Woodland Lea broken dressing on footpaths. PCC Highways advised they do not currently fit the repairs criteria. However, we will chase this in the future.

1. APOLOGIES Councillor J Cooper.

2. MINUTES OF MEETING 10 APRIL 2007 were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.

3. MATTERS ARISING  
B1443 – high volume of HGV. SS to contact Thoreys re. routes
4. CHAIRMAN’s REPORT  The Vice Chairman invited the Chairman to give his report – 

I would like to begin this report by thanking our Clerk and Financial Officer …Kathie Rowbotham for her help to the Council throughout the year. She carries out her duties in the thorough manner that we have now come to expect and totally rely upon and her help in dealing with all kinds of issues and maintaining excellent relationships with the City Council is much appreciated.

I would also like to thank all the Councillors for their attendance to the business of this Parish. We are all volunteers who run our parish affairs in a proper and correct manner according to the adopted Code of Conduct but also in a happy and relaxed way which I think meets the needs of the decision making process at this, the lowest level of Local Government. Their time given is of great value to our community and is vital to the maintenance of so many facilities from which we all derive benefit. 

This May sees the elections for a new Council. Just now, I do not know if there are sufficient candidates to require a Poll. Whether or not the current councillors are standing, I commend those who are to you now for re-election. If there are insufficient candidates then we shall, of course, be seeking to co-opt new members; I hope that those chosen will feel that they can contribute to an interesting four years of sensible change for our community.

I’ll begin this report with my annual remarks about……

Litter
I don’t think I can find a different way (from the last ten or so years) of expressing how distressed I feel about the amount of debris thrown into our parish streets, lanes and verges.  This year Cllr. Roy Hinchliff is in charge of the annual litter pick which will take place this Saturday 12th April beginning at 9.00am. in Church Lane. I thank all those who took part last year and hope that this year we can make an impression on the muck and the minds of those who leave it. I urge you all present to join us on that day and please feel free to invite others in the village to help too.

Traffic Monitoring and Heavy Goods Vehicles
City Councillor David Over has been chairing an informal rural group of parish chairman in his Barnack ward to determine how the “community fund” from the City Council can be spent. This group has persuaded the City Council to implement a weight limit on the B1443 which will take effect shortly on a six months trial basis. I fear that the planned developments of an industrial estate on the road east of Stamford will mitigate against this scheme being clearly effective, but we must be pleased that we have at least a measure falling into place which keeps this problem in the thoughts of the highway authority.

Planning Matters

Since April last year your Council has dealt with 35 full planning applications. We are only entitled to pass opinions on the plans submitted to us and hopefully are aligned with and supported by the City Council Planning Officers who are the Authority in these matters. We were therefore disappointed that the City Planning Committee chose to approve the plans for Stamford Homes to build 42 houses at the old Arborfield Mill site without any reservations or measures to re-examine the traffic movements at the rail crossing/B1443/build out  and the site entrance. However, you will see from tonight’s agenda that there is a resolution, which if seconded and passed by yourselves seeks to persuade the Parish Council to request the City to carry out comprehensive surveys at this point. 

The Dual Use Playing Field Scheme

I am sorry to report to the parish that there has been little progress on resolving the issues concerning the Dual Use Playing Field here at the school.

Those of you who have been regular attendees of parish meetings will already know that there is, still, a legally binding agreement between Trustees and the old County Council. 

The Dual Use Committee set up to operate under this agreement has not functioned for the last three years. Investigation by this council revealed that the Dual Use Committee had unofficially been “wound up” without any formal notification to us, one of the major parties in the agreement

After very frank discussions, we concluded that the Dual Use arrangements were not working and that it was pointless to pursue them if the “will to succeed” was missing. It was agreed that the City and the previous Headteacher would come back to us with alternative proposals for discussion.

We subsequently agreed that the field would be fully operated by the City, with regular quarterly patrols and inspection. In addition the City Officers, the Headteacher and the Parish Council representative (Cllr. Joe Dobson) would meet twice per annum to raise, discuss and resolve any issues which might have arisen.

For more than twelve months we have been waiting for City Officers to find a way of terminating the agreement and setting up this more informal arrangement. I have personally contacted the Chief Executive of the City Council, Gillian Beasley, and asked her to pursue this matter. We await her reply.

The Strategic Plan

Cllr. Mrs Morton and I have met with Milton Estates re. the last stumbling block to pursuing the plan to open up the site behind the village hall for future community projects. Milton have indicated their willingness to enter into a land swap to enable the site access to be cleared as and when the Community Association choose to go forward with any new hall projects.

Meanwhile, we still await the Montague family’s response to this proposal. City Cllr. Charles Swift has, at this moment, the matter in hand but has expressed his exasperation and some concerns re. the family’s willingness to actually make a decision. He is, diplomatically as only Cllr. Swift can, trying to get the Montagues to bring their thoughts together on this matter.

Meanwhile, the City Officer concerned with community project development in the Parishes is awaiting the election of our new Council, at which time she will co-ordinate a meting of Councillors and officers to quantify the plan and submit it to the grant making bodies and to the Parish for comment and, hopefully, approval.

Other Matters

I am pleased to report, unofficially, that the City Council will establish a lay-by, parking place in Church Lane. This information was given during our regular inspection of the highways with the city’s Officer, Mr. Derek Mabe. I thank Kathie for her resolute pressure on the City Council for this planned improvement.

Additionally, Kathie has been able to persuade the City to take on responsibility for mowing the verges immediately outside the Village Hall.

Your Parish Council has adopted the new Code of Conduct rules which allow the so-called “Light Touch” methods to be employed when councillors have an interest in planning issues close to their own properties.

You will have noticed many missing road signs; this is part of a national problem. Hopefully, however, it will give the City an opportunity to review the need for their total replacement.

We have been able to have some drop kerbs protected from parking vehicles in Church lane, so that those using disability vehicles in that area can get easier access to the pavements.

The conservation area is currently under review. After some rather contradictory designations presented in his original report, we have persuaded Mr. Jim Daley to submit the new conservation regulations using the original conservation area limits to City Planning for approval.

From time to time we are asked to deal with overgrowing / overhanging hedges across the footways. The statutory requirement is that the footways should have a 1metre clearance. In those cases where there have been agreed problems, Cllrs. Firmedow and Hinchliff have set an example by making a sensitive and personal approach to the homeowners concerned and the difficulties have been quickly resolved. I urge others who wish to report such problems to go direct to the property owners. A courteous approach usually achieves a satisfactory result.

Organisations

In closing Madam Vice-Chairman, I would like to repeat my sincere thanks to all our Parish Councillors and to City Councillor David Over each of whom attend all our monthly meetings and give their time to the Parish so generously. 

I express your thanks to Terry and Margaret Firmedow for keeping the Medicine Collection rota system working so well. It operates smoothly and easily and is vital to many in the village.

I hope to pop down soon and see Mrs. Maragret Ruddy with a bunch of flowers as a token of our thanks for her sterling work behind the post office counter. Margaret has retired after 45 years service and getting a few stamps won’t ever be the same again.

And finally one other person needs a mention….Sue Young, who I butter up to as often as possible so that we continue to get decent reports printed in The Tribune. I think that she must be the author of most of its content and it has become a jolly good read with so many Helpston articles written in her fair hand.

Thank you all for helping our Village.

5. FINANCE
The Clerk gave all Councillors a copy of the DRAFT Receipts & Payment Summary, Summary of Receipts & Payments Account and Bank Reconciliation for 2007/08. 

The draft closing balance @ 31.03.08 was £7044.05. (Current account £1125.81, Deposit account £5918.24) 

The Clerk also reported that the Audit for 2006/07 was clear & unqualified. 

The model Financial Regulations were originally adopted on 02.06.03 and the model Standing Orders were originally adopted on 01.12.03. Both documents were reviewed without alteration on 04.02.08. The Asset Register had been updated for 2007/08. 

The proposed budget for 2008/09 was agreed at £16000.

The Council agreed to appoint Mr C Brown as internal auditor for 2007/08, paying £12.50ph.

6.  SCHOOL GOVERNORS REPORT – Alistair Bradley advised that there are currently approx 100 children at the village school. The new head teacher is Mr Martin Fry. The SATS results were very good and the school is now concentrating on raising the standard of the boys English. Funds have been invested in the new fencing & gates surrounding the school.
7. HELPSTON and ETTON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION Councillor Stanton gave her report. 

“I am pleased that once again I can report another busy year for the Association. The hall is used almost every evening & day by regular groups or for one-off bookings. The new Youth Club meets on alternate Fridays. We still await to hear about the possibility of a new hall in the future. We are currently looking into the possibility of getting funding from various sources for some new chairs. General maintenance works have been carried out on the hall and thanks go to Geoff Crooks & Chris Gray for their help. There is also a regular paid cleaner. Further advertising is being planned to increase the revenue generated by the hall.”
8.RESOLUTIONS FROM THE PARISH – 
This meeting requests that the Parish Council pursues with the Peterborough City Council the following matters relating to the B1443......
 

1. A thorough practical and realistic risk assessment of the impact that the development of the old Arborfield Mill site will have on traffic movement.

2. That the risk assessment will cover the effect of possible increases in traffic movements with regard to the railway crossing.

3. That the risk assessment will also cover the use of the cycle path to the east and west of the railway crossing at peak times when used by children going to and coming from the school.

4. Following the outcomes of these assessments that effective measures are put in place to curtail traffic speeds on the eastern approaches to the railway crossing and review the road layout on the western approach in light of existing, new and proposed developments and their proximity to the railway crossing.
 

Proposed....J. P.Dobson,
Following detailed discussions, the above proposals Numbered 1, 2 & 3 were seconded and agreed. It was agreed that item 4 would follow on after 1-3 are complete.
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 8.30pm. 

