HELPSTON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE

JOHN CLARE SCHOOL MONDAY 6 APRIL 2009 at 7.30pm

PRESENT Cllrs. S Smith (Chair), Mrs J Stanton (Vice-Chair), R Morton, R Hinchliff, C Britton
A Bradley, C Topper, K Lakey., City Cllr D Over and 30 members of the public.

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Meeting

1. APOLOGIES Councillor J Dobson and the Clerk, Kathie Rowbotham.
2. MINUTES OF MEETING 7 APRIL 2008 were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman.

3. MATTERS ARISING  
The Chairman reported and the meeting noted that all actions from the April 2008 APM had been completed.
4. CHAIRMAN’s REPORT     The Vice Chairman invited the Chairman to give his report – 

Kathie…please see separate e-mail.
5. FINANCE
The Clerk gave all Councillors a copy of the DRAFT Receipts & Payment Summary, Summary of Receipts & Payments Account.
The draft closing balance @ 31.03.09 was £14387.37 (Current account £1687.82, Deposit account £12699.55) 

The Clerk also reported that the Audit for 2007/08 was clear & unqualified. 

The model Financial Regulations were originally adopted on 02.06.03 and the model Standing Orders were originally adopted on 01.12.03. Both documents were reviewed without alteration on 02.02.09. The Asset Register had been updated for 2008/09 and 2009/2010. 

The proposed budget for 2009/10 was agreed at £15000.

Mr C Brown continues as our internal auditor for the 2008/2009 financial year, paid at £12.50 per hour. 
6. HELPSTON and ETTON COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION 
Councillor Stanton reported on another busy and successful year for the Association. She spoke of the regular meetings held, the provision of comfortable new chairs and on the excellent “Helpston’s Got Talent” evening which had raised funds which were split 50/50 between the Association and the NSPCC.  Cllr. Mrs. Stanton emphasised the role of volunteers and called for support from the Village for the association. The annual meeting will be held on 23rd April 2009. 
The Chairman thanked Mrs. Stanton for her report and invited questions. There were none.

7.RESOLUTIONS FROM THE PARISH – 
“The continued closure of Helpston’s village shop and Post Office is a cause of significant concern for the village. We believe that Helpston needs both a Post Office and a general store if it is to remain a vibrant, strong community. We note that there are plans to relocate the Post Office to the Exeter Arms. Whilst we welcome the prospect of reopening a Post Office and recognise the importance of the services this will provide to villagers, we believe that if this happens there is very little prospect of being able to reopen a general store in Helpston. We believe that more work needs to be done to explore all options for reopening both the Post Office and the general store.  

We therefore ask the Parish Council to approach the Post Office and ask for a three month delay in any decision about the relocation of the Post Office in Helpston (1) and we also ask the Parish Council, during that three month period, to bring together a working group to assess all potential options for reopening the village shop and Post Office with a view to presenting those options to an extraordinary meeting of the council in early July 2009 (2). 

The options to be considered are to include….

A commercial purchase of the existing site and reopening of the shop and Post Office on that site,

The establishment of a community owned shop on the existing site,

The possibility of opening the shop and Post Office elsewhere in the village,

The possibility of opening a Post Office only”
This resolution was moved by Philip Tushingham on behalf of the SOS group and read out by the Chairman.
The Chairman asked the proposer to consider reducing the resolution to two sentences marked (1) and (2) above. 

This was agreed by the proposer. 
Resolution (1) was then proposed by Mr. Tushingham and seconded by Peter Moyse. Five members of the public in favour. The Chairman presented his most recent correspondence with the Post Office and with Humberstones. The motion was then put and carried [36 for, 0 against, with 2 abstentions].

The Chairman then asked the meeting to consider removing the word “council” from resolution (2) and substituting the word “parish”. He also suggested allowing the addition of words in the resolution which would encourage an appeal against the change of Post Office status/nomenclature and against any “change of use” of the building.
This was all agreed. 
Resolution (2) was then proposed by Claire Spooner and seconded by Tim Rist. Three people spoke in favour and the motion was put and carried [36 for, 0 against with 2 abstentions]

There having been no councillors speaking against these resolutions, they were considered as adopted by the Parish Council for immediate action.

8. OPEN FORUM

Peter Moyse asked the meeting to note the difference between the John Clare Society and the John Clare Trust. The Chairman thanked him for making this distinction clear and pointed out that the difference was lost neither on the Parish Council nor on the PCC of St. Botolph’s Church which the John Clare Trust had not recognised when advertising the Church organised Village Gala as the “John Clare Gala”!

Sarah Walker questioned ownership of the footpath between West Street and Broadwheel near the School. Various opinions were expressed and it was agreed to consider asking, at a Parish Council meeting, if Cllr. Britton could suggest a way forward to solve this recurring problem.
Tim Rist enquired about the provision of allotments. The Chairman ran through the steps taken to date and agreed to contact City re. the possible use of land at the School (recently fenced off).

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and for their helpful conduct at such a well attended meeting. He closed the meeting at 8.36pm. 

