Helpston Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 6th April 2009
DRAFT MINUTES – AWAITING APPROVAL BY PARISH COUNCIL

PRESENT - Councillors Smith (Chair), Mrs Morton, Mrs. Lakey, Britton, Hinchliff, Topper & Bradley. Fifteen members of the public. 
Questions from the floor: 

D Pollard reported two pot holes in Woodland Lea.

Mr and Mrs. Nutt reported on a drinks and drugs problem in Royce Wood and expressed concern at the litter dumping by locals in the entrance to the wood. The Chairman agreed to refer to the litter problem in The Tribune. Cllr. Hinchliff suggested actions via. the Police Liaison Group re. the drink and drugs problem.

1. APOLOGIES:  Councillors Dobson and Stanton, clerk Kathie Rowbotham and Ward Councillor David Over.


2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: approved by the Council and signed by the Chair. 
3. MATTERS ARISING:
3.1
The Chairman reported that he had spoken with the Project Manager (Lynn Jackson) at the John Clare Cottage works re. contractor’s vehicles and congestion in Woodgate. She had agreed to try to help with the problem. Although City Enforcement Officers had been unable to take action regarding the vehicles, the council felt that the congestion was now likely to cause traffic accidents. It was agreed to approach the police for advice and action. Action: KR
3.2
The Chairman read out Council’s comments on the Local Development Plan and the new requested Site Allocations. He reported that there had been 7 letters from residents objecting to them all, 4 objecting to H083, 1 objecting to H084 and 1 in favour (from a non-resident), 4 in favour of H133, 3 objecting to H141. He reported that X035, at the School, had been withdrawn.

3.3
The Groundsman Contract had been awarded for the ensuing year to John Garratt.

4. PLANNING

a. Updates and City Council decisions
None
b. New applications before the Parish Council for comment  
09/01619/FUL – 7 West Street – Proposed by Cllr. Britton and seconded by Cllr. Morton that there were no objections. It was agreed to resubmit our original comments on the earlier Listed Building application. Carried unanimously. A letter from Mr. Bancroft was read out. Action: SS

09/00136/FUL for 15 Woodgate. To erect a three-bed dwelling and outbuilding. Alerted by a Woodgate resident, Cllr. Britton had drawn Chairman’s attention to this application. The Chairman had contacted City Planning who had, in error, sent the application to the Clerk’s home in her absence and despite their knowledge that she was absent. Plans were delivered by hand to the Chairman on the afternoon of the meeting. 
After due consideration, it was proposed by Cllr. Morton and seconded by Cllr. Britton to object to the application on the grounds that….it was tandem / backland development, it was contrary to policy CBE8 which is against splitting the grounds and gardens of a listed building, and against policy CBE3 where the shed was considered not to preserve or enhance the conservation area. Action: SS
5. FINANCE:  **Cheques approved – J Garratt (grass cutting) £197.35 (3), Clerk pay £429.88 (1), Peterborough City Council £28.33, (Cemetery Rates) (4), Anglian Water  £9.60 (Cemetery Water payments) (3), John Clare School £172.50 (School Room Hire) (5), St. Botolph’s PCC £5.00 (Copying costs) (2).
6. INSURANCE PROVIDER 2009/10 – The Clerk had received an Insurance quotation of £475.62 from Came and Company. It was proposed by Cllr. Morton and seconded by Cllr. Britton that the clerk be authorized to make her own provider cover comparisons and then go ahead with a change of provider if she believes the new provider to be adequate to give the Council similar or better cover. Action: KR 
7.HIGHWAYS ANNUAL INSPECTION – completed on 1st April 2009 bt Cllrs. Smith and Stanton with Derek Mabe. All items that had previously been brought to Council’s attention were pointed out to Mr. Mabe.
8. EQUINE RULES – Cllr. Lakey was thanked for her comprehensive study of the rules and guidelines for horse and riders using public paths. It was agreed that Cllr. Lakey should prepare and submit these notes for publication in The Tribune.
9. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS – Cllrs. Britton and Morton gave a short report on the GPP meeting held in Botolph’s Barn, Helpston. 
10. CORRESPONDENCE
CPALC meeting rescheduled to Saturday 16th May 2009 at St. Ives at 11.00am
Formal statement re.imposition, for a trial period of the HGV 7.5ton weight limit.
Request from St. Botolph’s PCC for a board to be placed on and permission to use the Green for the Church / Village Gala on 16th May 2009. Agreed. Cllrs. Smith and Topper to carry out a risk assessment visit before the gala. Action: SS and CT.

Allotments questionnaire to be completed by the Chairman. Action: SS

Invitation from Deeping Lions Club. No response.
11. ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
· Cllr. Topper. Peter Tebb to be reminded of our 30 mph limit requests. Action: KR
12. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING This will be the ANNUAL MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL and will be held on Monday 11th May 2009 in the John Clare School Hall commencing at 7.30pm. The May Monthly meeting will follow on afterwards.  
The meeting closed at 9.33pm. 
Finance ** 
1 -LGA 1972 Section 112 (2), 2 - LG (Financial Provisions) A 1963 Section 5, 3- LGA 1972 Section 214, Section 215 & LGA 1894 Section 6, 4- LGA 1972 S214 (6),5- LGA 1972 Section 142.  
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