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Autumn 2006
First of all a very big thank you to all of you for renewing your membership again this year.  Without this support we simply couldn’t afford to keep Swaddywell going and to continue to work to increase both its wildlife and community value.

Please do let us know if there are any ways in which we can improve the value you gain from membership. If you have suggestions on the events programme, this newsletter or on access to Swaddywell itself, then just email Langdyke@aol.com and we’ll do what we can!

And if you have any friends who you think would be interested in joining, then please do forward this newsletter to them and tell them what we are all about!
A long, hottish summer? 
Spring (when the last edition of this newsletter came out) seems a long time ago.  And much of course has happened since then in the natural world.

Sadly, as highlighted in the last newsletter, the cuckoos didn’t turn up in Helpston again this year, but they were present and very vocal at Castor Hanglands with up to three birds there on 3 May.  The Hanglands was also full of the sounds of nightingale again with at least seven singing males.  There were also around 13 at Bainton Pits and 2 in Southey Woods – another good year for this wonderful songster.  
Both nightingales and grasshopper warblers were in good form for the LCT walk around the Hanglands on 1 June.  Ten members joined us for this popular walk – book it in your diaries for next year!

Like the cuckoo a bird that has decreased both locally and across the country in recent years is the spotted flycatcher.  So it was very good to see them back in Helpston church yard for the first time for 2-3 years this summer, characteristically perched on the gravestones before launching upwards in search of its prey.  A pair also bred in an Etton garden.

It was a good year too for both buzzards and red kite locally.  Buzzards are becoming a regular sight in the skies over Helpston and even this year over Maxey and Etton – proof that they are expanding their range.  There were four soaring over Helpston on 9 September.  And a single red kite was a very frequent visitor to the village during June and July, with one calmly floating to and fro above the school fete on 2 July much to the delight of the visitors.
At Swaddywell this was a bumper year for Pyramidal Orchid with numbers of this pretty species at their highest ever.  For the first time too we found a fragrant orchid on the top field, proof indeed that the habitat is constantly improving for wild flowers, although numbers of bee orchid were down.

One thing missing from Swaddywell this year was water – the combination of three dry summers in a row left the main pit completely dry by July – we will have to see what impact this has on great crested newts, dragonflies and other insects next year.

Equally the heat of July was probably not the best time to hold a children’s open day at Swaddywell, but over 25 children joined us on the day for a nature trail around the site.  Thanks to all who helped out on this occasion.  We will continue to develop opportunities for young people to be involved in the site.

The badger set that was established at the Pit earlier in the year seems to have been abandoned during the summer, but new signs suggest that badgers are still resident on the reserve.

Another development over the summer has been the emergence of the pits along the Etton-Maxey Road as an important habitat for breeding and migratory birds. 
Throughout August and September the site attracted a lot of local bird watchers to see spotted redshank, knot, green, wood and common sandpiper and then drew even more attention with the arrival of a Pectoral Sandpiper (all the way from America) in late September and early October.  

Maxey also played host to a lesser emperor dragonfly during July – a rare visitor.

Developments at Swaddywell

You will recall that we have now opened a new car park at Swaddywell – do please use this when visiting the site as it avoids having to go through the stone cutting yard.  We have also cut paths from the car park through to the main track. 
Maxey Quarry

We hope to run another work party at Maxey Pits in the New Year and will be arranging a date with Tarmac soon.  This will probably be a combination of tree and reed planting and a walk around the site to see how it is developing.

Pickworth Quarry

Unfortunately we had to withdraw from the purchase of this important site as we could not negotiate public access.  
	Focus on ….. the buzzard
John Clare would have been very familiar with the buzzard, which must have been a common bird in the area in the early nineteenth century.  He described it as ‘of an idle disposition and not unlike the kite while perched but quite different when on the wing – it flyes in a flopping manner, something like the owl.’  
Today we can make similar comparisons as both the kite and the buzzard are increasingly frequent visitors to our area, with buzzards almost certainly breeding regularly in the local woods.  Sadly for much of the intervening period buzzards would have been a very rare sight indeed.  Their numbers were drastically reduced by both direct persecution and the loss of food, following the reduction in rabbit numbers in the 1950’s, retreating to the uplands of the west and north of Britain.  
It was only really in the late 1990’s that buzzards made their come back with occasional birds being seen over Castor Hanglands and then a small breeding population becoming established.  Increasingly small family groups can be seen in the late summer and autumn, with up to six birds seen over Burghley in 2004 and 4 over Helpston this year.  A sign of just how far the buzzard has recovered is that is now Britain’s commonest bird of prey.



Botolph’s Barn 
The Botolph’s Barn website went live on 14 July.  It contains a large section on the natural environment around Helpston, including pictures by local artist Ivan Cumberpatch.   

We also have the opportunity to develop more information boards as part of the Barn project.  These will focus on the history of the village – if anyone would like to help develop these, please contact Richard Astle on 252376.  Initial thinking is to have a board looking at local farming through the centuries; one on the local pubs and one on the historic buildings of the village.  
Please do take a look at the website and use it to remind yourself of Langdyke events and read back copies of our reports!  What else would you do on a dark winter’s evening. www.botolphsbarn.org.uk  

Forthcoming Events

This year we are planning to run a couple of indoor talks in the New Year, with guest speakers talking about local wildlife and nearby nature reserves.  Details to follow.

22 October – walk in Bourne Woods with West Deeping Ramblers, meet at West Deeping Village Hall at 1.45pm

5 November  - Fungal Foray at Castor Hanglands, meet at the main entrance at 1400 – a perfect family walk, mushrooms or not
3 December – Owls, falcons and ducks – a walk along the Nene Washes, meet at Helpston Post Office at 1400.  Wrap up warm.

1 January – New Year’s Day walk along Maxey Cut and round the pits there.  Meet at 1400 at the Post Office, Helpston

13-21 January – further work parties at Swaddywell, 1400 onwards

27 January – day trip to the Norfolk Coast looking for geese and cranes.  Book in advance through Richard, please.

Contacts

Newsletter and walks 

Richard Astle

01733 252376

Membership

Stuart Irons

01733 252261
