Weather Word – September 2003
Sometimes when writing about the weather it can be hard to find anything out of the ordinary to say but not this summer.
Can we have too much of a good thing, in respect to fine weather, probably not as long as the problem of drought does not become too serious. This year we have had a wonderful dry sunny spring followed by a glorious long hot summer. The question is, have any records been broken in Helpston in respect to rainfall and temperature. 
Actual figures for the average temperatures (in deg. C) in the months of May, June, July and August for 2003 are-  

Month      avg. day max.    avg. day min.     
Warmest day (maximum temperature)
May

18.4

   7.4


27.5 on 31st       



June 

23.1

   11.9                           
27.5 on 16thnd and 22nd  

July

24.1

  13.2                  
     
32.0 on 15th   
August

24.6

  13.2 

    
33.5 on 5th and 9th (four days over 30.0)
Overall, the summer of 2003 has been one of the warmest of the past 50 years. Parts of England reached record high temperatures on August 9th (Cambridge reached 36.0 C and the exciting figure of  37.77 C  or 100 deg. F was reached in some parts of Southern England). 
Warmer July and Augusts were experienced at Helpston as recently as 1995 and 1996 but 2003 has been particularly noteworthy for some of the sunniest weather for a very long time and this has continued into September, similar to the summer of 1959 which a few of you might remember.
However, we fell somewhat short, in terms of temperature compared with the “long hot summer” of 1976. During that summer there was a period of 17 days from the end of June into mid-July 1976, which on all but three days, the temperature exceeded 30.0 C, with a maximum of  35 C and the average day maximum temperature for July was 26.7 C. That hot summer also followed a prolonged dry spell, which resulted in serious problems of water supply and for growers. One thing I learned then was that no matter how parched the lawn looks it is most likely to recover.
Fortunately, although signs of drought have been obvious in our part of England from the latter half of August and into September, the midsummer period up to August gave good rainfall as shown (in millimetres) below:-

Month

Total
       Average

May

50.5

51

June

69.5

50

July

67.0

50

August

13.0

54
   
Hard to imagine that June and July were much wetter than average but most of the rain was in the form of showery outbreaks as opposed to the usual drear summer conditions which give lots of cloud but not a lot of useful rainfall. 

So much for the summer, one of the sunniest ever, but did you notice autumn arrive. To get technical, a cold front, (that is a wedge-shaped mass of colder air pushing up the warmer air ahead of it and in this case having air on its northern side originating in the Artic), passed through Helpston on September 22nd. This gave the first significant rainfall for weeks and the temperature dropped from 21 C in the morning to 7 C in the afternoon. The following night, after a day of cold but brilliantly clear air, the temperature went down to 3.5 C.  
Yes, winter draws nigh and as I was constantly told as a child, all good things come to an end.
Peter Holt

