Weather Word – June 2003
This has been one of the driest and sunniest springs for many years. In the last “Weather Word”, the emphasis was on how wet the weather had been. However the months of February, March and April of 2003 were exceptionally dry with less than half the average rainfall. Actual figures          (in millimetres) for Helpston were:-
Month      Total      Average

February    17.0         42

March       25.5         46

April       19.0         51

In March the entire rainfall for the month occurred over two consecutive days and 24 days went by without record able rainfall.
High pressure predominated during this period and the only downside to this was in the frosts which occurred in mid-March and in the early part of April when minus 3C was recorded at Helpston on the night of April 9th. This latter frost caused significant damage to our plum tree and also to the peach tree which is usually adequately protected by being on a south facing wall of the house.    

May saw a resumption of normal services with low pressure predominating resulting in a near average rainfall of 50.5mm but this was mainly in the form of showers. In the latter half of the month it rained at some time on every day but one for 12 days.  Thankfully there were no air frosts in May.
Temperatures for January and February were around average but March, April and May have all been above average. On the 16th April the temperature at Helpston reached 24C, pretty high for a month where the average day maximum is 13C. The average for May was effected by a “heat wave” at the end of the month which the temperature reaching 27.5C on the 31st. 
We always grumble about “too much rain” but the very dry spring weather certainly caused problems. Although ground water levels are no doubt well up still, the lack of moisture at the surface made it very difficult to germinate seeds and the showery rain in May came just in time. I cannot remember the last time I had to top the garden pond up in March! 

