Weather Word - November 2002
A year has passed since the last Chronicle weather report and I am pleased to be contributing in the New Chronicle. What sort of year has it been for Helpston weather wise?
Last winter was once again mild (we have not had a colder than average winter since the 1980’s) and rainfall was about average. Spring and early summer was on the dry side with average temperatures but July was very wet (115mm against an average of 50mm). In August, although there was a very wet spell, the month was again the warmest of the year, reaching 31˚C on the 17th.  September was remarkable for sunshine and at Helpston it was dry, there being only one very wet day. In fact it was the sunniest September in England since 1991 and the driest in parts of Scotland since 1959. 
Talking about records, the weather in October will be fresh in the memory. Rainfall was about twice the average but the severe gale of Sunday Oct.27th will long be remembered. There was quite a bit of damage in and around Helpston with the winds being at their worst in the morning. The most fortunate escape to property I saw concerned a new silver BMW estate car parked in the lane outside St.Boltoph’s church, with the owner being inside saying his prayers. A huge branch blew off a nearby tree, blocking the road, with the main limb missing the car by a whisker. Was this an example of Devine intervention? 
There is always lots of talk in the media about the likely increase in severity of storms due to climate change. So I got in touch with the Met Office who kindly sent me details of the top ten most severe gales recorded at RAF Wittering. 
The top three were all in the 1970’s with number one being on Jan. 6th 1976, with a gust giving a maximum wind speed of 104 mph. I am sure that many people in the village will remember that storm, it was really frightening. 

The next most severe was in December 1977 with a maximum gust speed of 87 mph. By comparison, the recent gale in October produced a gust of 74 mph. The much talked about “hurricane” that caused extensive damage in S.E. England in October 1987 does not even make our local top ten. Shows how localised weather extremes can be.
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