WEATHER IN HELPSTON – March 2000
The first Chronicle of the new year provides an opportunity to look back on Helpston weather for 1999 and the 90's in general.

The past decade has shown the largest variation in annual rainfall over the past 25 years, with 1990 being the driest year with 424 mm and 1992 the wettest,  with 768 mm; overall average being 606 mm. For the record, the rainfall total for 1999 was 717 mm.

However one of the more interesting aspects of the weather over the past 10 years has been that of the temperature. According to the Climatic Research Unit of the University of East Anglia, the 1990's globally had some of the warmest overall yearly averages since records began in 1659. At Helpston, 1990 was the warmest at 10.8˚C with 1999 second warmest at 10.6˚C. These temperatures are derived from 24 hour averages. For example, over the past 10 years December and January daily averages were 3.5˚C with July and August being around 18˚C.

While we are all aware that the 90's had a fair number of hot summers, there were no prolonged winter cold spells. This has been especially noticeable in the month of February. For eastern England, February used to be traditionally the month when most snow was expected to fall and it was often the coldest month with long periods of cold east winds but during the 90's, February lost the east wind and became both sunnier and warmer. 

I remember being taught at school that the earth was warming-up and glaciers were in retreat. This was long before global warming due to excess carbon dioxide was an issue. However I also remember being told that in Roman times, Britain was warmer than to-day with the growing of grapevines being common throughout England. Records show that at the time of the black death the climate had then cooled significantly resulting in crop failures. It is therefore not surprising that a warming trend should be seen subsequent to 1659. However as the Earth has natural fluctuations in climate, there are reasons to believe these may well be seriously exacerbated by such activities as de-forestation and excessive burning of fossil fuels. This may well result in an increase in occurrence of natural disasters such as the Mozambique floods.  

The past winter into the year 2000 has continued the warm trend and over a large part of England, including Helpston, it has been one of the sunniest ever. The winds have been mainly westerly and absence of fog has once more been a blessing. Surprisingly given the westerly winds, January was an unusually dry month with only 12.5 mm of rain being recorded (average is 52 mm) with December and February having somewhat larger than average amounts.
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