
WEATHER IN HELPSTON June 2000

Since the first of these regular weather features, back in December 1998, I have become aware of a recurrent theme with regards to Helpston weather. 

Over the past 10 years or so, winters have been on the mild side with an absence of snowstorms, persistent fogs or prolonged hard frosts. On the other hand summers have been generally warm with a marked improvement in weather in the month of August. As an aside, this gives food for thought about the possibility that this improvement could be associated with the ban on stubble burning. After all it is now accepted that elimination of smoky coal burning fires in urban areas has contributed to far fewer winter fogs and there are some good technical reasons why air free from smoke etc. has fewer clouds. 

However returning to the main issue, the recurring feature of note during the past years is that of rainfall. This has been very variable with periods of dryness followed by a deluge.

This year to-date is typical of this with rainfall totals as follows:-

January

 12 mm   (avg. 50 mm)

February 
 
 50 mm   (avg. 40.5 mm)

March 

 20 mm   (avg. 45.5 mm)

April 

127 mm   (avg. 51 mm)

Rainfall was recorded at Helpston on 17 of April's 30 days, with the largest fall on the 3rd when we had 38 mm. Thankfully the rain was more evenly distributed than in April 1998 when we had a total of 141 mm, with 60 mm falling on the 9th and 10th, leading to serious flooding in places such as Wansford.

I started recording rainfall in Helpston in 1975 and apart from the April above there have been only four other occasions when monthly totals have been greater than 126 mm. 

These have been February 1977 - 142mm, June 1982 - 152mm (wettest recorded) and July, August and September of 1992 with 129mm, 92mm and 130mm respectively giving the wettest three monthly period on my records. 

Although 25 years of rainfall measurement is not bad for spotting trends, it is such a short time in terms of mankind's life on earth that much greater extremes will have taken place in even the relatively recent past.

For example, how many of you remember an evening in May, around 1970, when a thunderstorm took residence over Helpston for a few hours. The result was that when it finally stopped raining the village was cut off to the south with a river of water and mud running along the course of the little stream at Snip Green corner just to the south of Royce Wood from the direction of Hilly Wood.  Crops were ruined as seedlings were washed off the fields. Those unfortunate people who had just moved into the new chalet houses along Heath Road were particularly affected as water flowed out of Royce Wood, through their homes and into the dyke across the road. 

In '98 the very wet April was followed by a very dry May, a wet June and a dry July. So who knows what to expect.  I'm not going to predict, other than to suggest that perhaps summer may again be warm rather than cold but as to whether it will be wet or dry - I haven't  a clue!





Peter Holt

