WEATHER IN HELPSTON – end August 2001
During the past week or so I have been waiting for a wet day so that I can have a break from outdoor activities and amongst other things write this column. However since the first half of the month the weather has settled down once again and with the forecast set fair, and the Chronicle deadline looming near, I can wait no longer and will settle for a dull day. 

In the dim and fairly distant past of my formative days around 1950, August was often a frustrating month weather wise. In the summer holidays I "helped" my grandfather with the harvest on a farm near Sibson and we always seemed to be hanging around after rain waiting for the standing corn to dry out. The whole harvesting process took so much longer as work was done in the dark ages prior to combine harvesters using reaping machines known generally as binders. These cut the ripe corn and twine was supposed to tie the reaped stems into sheaves. The binder never seemed to work for more than five minutes before the twine-tying part failed, spewing out loose corn. This event was marked by much banging of sticks on the binder accompanied by loud cursing in an effort to get the tractor driver at the front to stop so as to limit the mess - very amusing to a ten year old. However enough of these bucolic ramblings, the point being that my boyish impressions were of much wet soggy oats, wheat or barley that was hard work to deal with.  A look at the records clearly shows that August has become both warmer and dryer since the 1960's.

This summer has seen some extremes of weather in parts of the UK with some strong winds and much rain at times. In Helpston very heavy rainfall occurred on July 18th when 45.5 mm fell in one day. Temperatures have been around or a little above normal. On average, July is the warmest month of the year but for the last five consecutive years this honour has gone to August. This year has again seen slightly above average temperatures for August with the hottest day of the year on the 15th when the temperature soared to 30.5˚C. 

 Rainfall has been more variable with a wet May and July, dry June and below average for August. 

The weather is summarised in the table below which shows the average maximum daily temperatures compared to average, and the total rainfall. 



max.daily temp.˚C (avg)     

rainfall mm (avg)

May

   
18.4 

(17.6)

71.5 

(51.3)     


June

   
20.3 

(20.4)

24.0 

(50.7)

July

  
23.1 

(23.1)

62.5 

(47.2)

August
   
23.5 

(22.5)

43.5 

(54.0) 
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